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THE 


DEDIC ATION. 


To the truly Virtuous, and of Worthy 


of all Honour, Mrs. Parthenia Low- 
man, Perpetuity of Grace here, and 
Eternity of Glory | agu 


Much Ae 
Onſidering with my ſelf how the Love of 
many, even of the Profeſſors of Religion, 
in theſe days of ours is waxen cold: W here- 


as the former times were like Leah, blear-ey'd, 
but fruitful ; theſe like Rachel, fair, but barren ;_ 


abounding in Knowledge, but barren in good 


Works: I thought it not unſeaſonable to publiſh 
a Sermon concerning Charity, which I- had 
Preached at the Morning Exerciſe in Cripplegate- 
Church, Sept. 1661, And in regard it hath been 
an ancient Cuſtom, till practiſed by moſt Writers, 
to ſend forth their Treatiſes under the Patronage of 
ſome eminent Perſon; which we find warranted 
by St. Luke, one of the Pen-Men of the Holy 


_ Scriptures ; I have taken the boldneſs to Dedicate 


this enſuing Sermon of Charity to your Patronage | 
for 2 Reaſons : 
. Your ancient and conſtant reſpe to me and 


myMiniſtry, for thereby you firſt took notice of me. 


2. The many real onſtrations of that re- 
ſpect I have received from you. 

3- Your eminent Liberality to the Poor, not 
only of your own Pariſh, but alſo of ſeveral Out- 
pariſhes in this City. 

Whereas in my Sermon, I havs endeavoured to 
n all 8000 W r either according on 

the 


4 The Dedication. C 
the practice of the Saints in the primitive times, # 
ſet apart ſomething far the uſe of the poor every Lord's: 
Day, out of their comingsin the week before, 1. Cor. 
Xvi. 2. according as God hath proſpered them: or 
elſe to devote unto Cod ſome certain part or portion f 
their yearly income and revenue fir charitable thy 3 
commending unto the Richer Sort the example of 
Jacob's vowing a tenth part of his eſtate unto God: 
You have far exceeded that proportion, having, 
ſince you were a widow, and had in your own hands 
the diſpoſing of your eſtate, given out I dare, ſay 
(and that upon good ground) better than a Hfth 
Part of your receipts to charitable uſes. So that I 


may well apply to you that of the Wiſe man, 
Many Daughters have done vertuouſly, but you have 


2 them all, Prov. xxxi. 29. As God hath 
bleſſed you with a large eſtate, ſo hath he likewiſe 
bleſſed you with an enlarged heart, to give out pro- 
portionably to what he hath graciouſly given unto 
you. I may truly ſay, from what my ſelf have 
heard, that you have often made Heaven reſound 
with many Thankſgivings and Praiſes unto God 
for your Liberality to the multitude of poor People 
in ſeveral Out-pariſhes' of this City, whoſe naked 
Backs are Yearly cloathed, and hungry Bellies 

often filled with' ur Bounty towards them; 
whereby you have laid up much Treaſure for your 
ſelf in Heaven; for what you have given to the 
poor Members of Chriſt, is treaſured up for your 
ſelf in Heaven, which you ſhall undoubtedly re- 
cee again with great advantage. And truly it is 
à rare and comley fight to ſee Riches and Liberality 
concentring in one-Perſon ; for which your Name 
hall be had in everlaſting Remembrance. As 
Mary's Box of Ointment ſtall never be forgot- 
ten, fo neither ſhall your Liberality to the Poor, 
vrhoſe Bowels have oft been refreſhed; and may 
| be for many generations * to come, by that ** 1 
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. The Dedication. -' 
tiful Proviſion you have laid in for their Succour 
and Relief. So that the Name of Mrs Parthenia 
Lnoman doth yield forth a ſweet and freſh Perſume 
throughout many of the Pariſhes in London. Which 
bounty and liberality of yours is the more commen- * 
dable, in that you do not (as the manner is of too 
many who are unwilling to part with any thing, till 
they muſt needs leave all) defer your works of Cha- 
rity till your Death, but in your life-time diſtribute 
them, and ſee them ſettled in aſecure way, for the 


future relief of the Poor. In theſe reſpects none 


ſeemed ſo fit to patronize this Setmon of Charity, 
as your ſelf, having been ſo eminent in the Duties 
and Works thereof. It would have been a great 
Incongruity, to have had the name of a Rich Miſer 
prefix d to a Sermon of Liberality. 

Though I know, you love not to have your 
good Works proclaimed before others; yet I have 
taken the liberty to make a general mention of 


them, not ſo much for your Praiſe and Commen- 


D but for theſe ſpecial Reaſons: | 
For the Honour of God, that he might be 
deneby glorified, For it tends much to his 
Praiſe and Glory, when in ſuch Works as 
himſelf hath commanded, his Children teſtify 
their Obedience and Thankfulnefs to him : When 
his Servants by profeſſion are as zealous of good 
Works, as the Wicked are of Evil Works. 
And therefore faith our Saviour, Herein is my Fa- 
ther glorified, if ye bring forth much fruit, Joh. xv. 
8. Vea, from this very Argument doth our Savi- 


our perſuade us to accompany our Profeſſion with 


good Works, ſaying, Let your light fo ſhine 45 
men, that they, fee your good ef ih and g 


| Joar Father which is in Heaven, Matth. v. 16. 


EOYET 


2. "Por the Credit 0 our hpi. Fe or Men: are 


eg, 


l 6 : The Dedication. _ | 
1 and Converſations; thinking our Religion to be 
good, if it be accompanied with good Works. 
But contrariwiſe, if like thoſe of whom the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Me bave a form of Godlingſs, but 
7 the aa Beſs (2 Tim. iii. 5.) being altoge- 
ther barren and unfruitful in good Works, how 
ready are they to open their Mouths againſt all the 
Profeſſors of Religion? Whereas, a fruitful Con- 
verſation caſts forth a ſweet ſcent, and makes o- 
thers like our Religion the better. 

3. For the Good of others, that they may be ſtir- 
red up to an holy emulation by hearing of your 
exemplary Liberality. As St. Paul teſtifies of the 


1 Macedonians, (2 Cor. ix. 2.) that many of them 
1! 8 ſtirred up and provoked to a liheral Contribu- 
1 tion to the poor Saints at Hieruſalem, by the Cha- 
Hl a of the Corinthians. | 
For ſtopping the 39m g uth of our malicious Ad- 
en the Papiſts. Iſely ſlander Us and 
our Doctrine, as if By were Enemies to good 
Works, and taught Men that ſo they believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, it matters not for = Works; 
whereas we declare, that every true Ghriftian mull, 5 
accompany his Profeſſion with good Works. We 
conſtantly call for them, we earneſtly urge and 
preſs the neceſſity of them; only we exclude 
them from the AC of Juſtification, that ſo we 
may give unto Chriſt el whole praiſe and glory 
thereof, 
= © And I dare confidently ſay, that Proteflants have 
i} been, and ſtill are as abundant and fruitful in 
| Works of Charity as the Pape ite, whatever they 
v vainly boaſt to the contrary. A 
learned Divine * of ours, to * Dy, Willet in 
ſtop their ſlanderous Heli bis Synopſis Pa- 
hath made it out by an In- piſmi. re 
duction of Particulars, that | 5 
ſince the breaking forth of the Light of 1 the Go. 
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The Dedication. © 7 

pel in this Nation, Proteſtants have far exceeded 

Papiſts in Works of wg and how juſt is it, 
added to 


that your Name be that lov * Pan 


Joguyy 5 ; N 


J N 


NM ib. Led Jeſus, 1 pe you credit 250 

your Beneficence, bleſs you with 22 eſpecially 

with ſpiritual Bleſſings, make you more and mare 

fruitful in every good Work, that the many Bleſſings, 

promiſed to the merciful may reſt upon Jolly, 10 py be 
moſt unfeignedly defireth, who is 


Tours to command. 


In any Service of Chriſt, 
Tho. Gouge: 
g "Y 
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Apoſtle c C HA RGE 
e 


RICH MEN. 


To be Rich i in good Works. 


n — 


1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. 


Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be 
not high minded, nor truſt in uncertam riches, 
but in the living God, who giveth us richly all 
things to- enjoy. 

That they do good, that they be FAT in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate : 

Laying up in Aer 4g themſelves a goed foundation 
againſt the time to come, os they may lay gold on 
Eternal Life. 


* HE Sum of theſe words is [a Direction for 


rich Men how to make the beſt uſe of 1 

Riches. ] The Ground or Occaſion — 
this Direction is to meet with an Objection, which 
might be made againſt the Inconveniences and 
Dangers of Riches, noted before in Ver. , 10. 


But they that will be rich fall into temptatian, and a 


ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful lufts, which 


| drown men in deſiruttion and perdition, Ver. 10. 


For the lxve of money is the root of all evil ; which 
wohile ſome coveted after, they have erred "7 1h, 
att 


" 


The Apoſtles Charge, &c. 9 

Faith, and pierced themſelves through with many ſor- 

raws. From hence ſome might infer, as the Diſ- 
ciples did from the inſeperable and inviolable Bond 
of Marriage, mention'd by our Saviour, Matth. 
s. th. ſay they, the pr Man the Man be ſo 

with his Wife, it is not good to 80 might 
ſome ſay, if they that will be rich fall into 
Temptation, and a Snare, c. then it is not 
good to be rich; yea, ſuch as are rich may ſay, 
Let us give away, or caſt away all that we have, 
rather than retain fuch Vipers, as Riches ſeem to 
be. 4 
To prevent ſuch miſtaken Informa): the 
Apoſtle giveth this Direction, whereby he ſheweth 
that Riches may be well uſed ; and being well 
uſed, be a means of helping on our Eternal Salva- 
tion. Learn hence not to condemn things 
in themſelves, becauſe of the abuſe of them. 
The Lord in regard of the ordinary abuſe of 
Riches, ſtileth them Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, 
and yet doth 2 0 iſe us to caſt them away, 
but to make to ourſelves friends thereof, Luke xvi. g. 
That is, ſo to * tHem, as the good Works done 
by them, may as Friends before the Judge give 
evidence of the Truth of our Faith and Love, 
and ſhew that we are of the Sheep of Chriſt, for 
whom Eternal Life is purchaſed  - 

| Having thus ſhewed the occaſion and depen- 
dance of thoſe words upon the former, we now 


come to the Logical Reſolution of OO wiki, LE 


we may obſerve two parts: 


- 1. A Probibitian. 2. An Ini jundtion. 1 wa 


A Prohibition of hurtful Vices. 4 22 124% 

An Injunetion of needful Vertues. 
High mindedueſs.. LES 

The Vicesare two 8 Pali on, e 5 

| Charge them that are rich in this Warld, that tay : 

be not  high-minded; nor truſt in uncertain. Riches. 


2 he Virtues are * tWwß. 1. Come 
ng 8 


- 
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70 The Apoſtles Gam... 
in Confidence or Faith in God, but truſt i in «the | 4 


living Cod; which is urged by an Argument taken 


from God's Bounty, in theſe words, who giveth” 
us richly all things to enjoy. 
2. Charity towards Men, ex N in ſeveral 


Phraſes, viz. By doing good, and by being rich in 


good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communt- ' 

cate 3 which Duties. are enforced by an Argument 

taken from the Benefit of performing them, which. 

is in brief, aſſuranee of Eternal Life; implied 

in theſe words, Laying up in /tore for them — a 

good foundation againſt the time to ee at they 
may lay hold on Eternal Life. 

21 ſhall briefly ſpeak ſomething to the ſeveral bran- 
ehes of the Text, as they lie in order, and then 
come to the Queſtion or Caſe of Conſcience, . 
unto me to handle. 

Charge them bat are EY in this Wrrld. The 
Expreſſion of our Apoſtle is here obſervable ; in. 
that he faith not aye, ſpeak to them, nor «yas. 
declare to them, but rapayyiaas charge, com- 
mand them. Well did. the Apoſtle know. how: | 
forward on the one ſide rich Men are to be high. 
minded, and to truſt in their Riches; and on the 
other ſide, how backward they are to tru/? in God, 


and to ſhew Charity to the Poor; and therefore 


aw it requifite, that a Miniſter ſhould take cou- 
rage, and not think it enough, cloſely to intimate 
to rich Men what Vices they are addicted to, or 
what Virtues they are bound unto; but remem- 
þring the place where he ſtands, which is God's, 
— Name of his moſt excellent Majeſty, to re- 


quire, charge and command them to forbear the 


one, and endeavour after the other. _ _ 

We come now to the Parties to whom this 
Charge is to be given, namely, to the rich in this 
World. Charge them, faith the Apoſtle, bb are 
rieb in this Wirld, that is, in this preſent World; 
noting 


* concerning Rich Men. Tv 
tag our Riches to be only for this World; for true 
is that Proverb of the wiſe Man, Riches are not for” 
ever, Prov. xxvii. 24, They cannot be carried. 
out of this World. As naked we came into this. 
world, ſo naked ſhall we go out of it, Job. i. 21.. 
And therefore it muſt needs be a point of great. 
Wiſdom,. by that which is but for. this preſent: 
World, to ſtore up a good foundation for the time 
to come. 5 
In the next place follow the Vices here rider 3 
the firſt is High- mindedneſi, to which rich Men 
are very prone, becauſe their Wealth is as: 
Wind; and though Wind be but a Vapor, yet ĩt 


puffeth up ans <> as we. ſee in a Bladder- 


blown up with Wind. In like manner, Riches, 
though they be but meer vanity, Ecclel. i. 2. as 
the wiſe Man expreſſeth it, yet are they gry ri of 
puff up Men extremely, even 155 think of — 
ſelves above what is meet. Whereas, if rich 


Men would but conſider, that they came from,, - 


and muſt return to the ſame _ that others do ʒ 

for duſt they are, and unto duſt they muſt returns, 
Gen. ti. 19. yea, if they would. . that 
they came from the ſame curſed ſtock that others. 
do, and are by Nature no better that the meaneſt ; . 


eſpecially if they would conſider, that outward: 


Richescannot add: the leaſt dram of reat'worth to. 
the owners of them; for though they may be the 
more. honourable Parts or Members of the Civil: 
Body of State, yet in the myſtical Body of Chriſt * 
they may be leſs honourable than the Pri. I fay,, 
if rich Men did but ſeriouſly conſider theſe things,, 
they would not be fo high-mirided as they are, 
The other Vice here forbid en unto Rich Men,, 
E Vein Confidence, or truſting in their Riches; and: 
this! is very fitly j joined to the former; for where 
ou Pride is, Nets will be our Confidence. That 


ich Es are apt to put too much truſt. and confi- 
dence- 


I2 . The Apoſile's Charge IF 
dence in their Riches, doth appear by the titles, 
which they commonly give unto them, calling 
them their Goods, as if they were the only 550 
things; and their Subſtance, as if all 11 8 ele 
were ſhadows ; ; and by the increaſe of Tue, they 
ſay they are made for ever; and by the loſs of 
them, they ſay they are utterly undone. What 
do theſe expreſſions imply, but a Truſt and Con- 
fidence in their Riches? W hereupon ſaith the wiſe 
Man, : The rich man's wealth is his fr city, and 
as an high wall in his own Conceit, Prov. xviii. 11, 
It makes him think himſelf ſo ſafe and ſecure, 
that like the Judge mention'd by our Saviour, he 
feareth.nat God, nor regardeth man, Luke xviii, 2. 
In the next place follow the Vertues enjoin'd. 

TL he firſt is Confidence, or Faith in God; which 
is directly oppoſed to truſt in Riches, - ſo that rich 
Men may have ſomewhat to truſt in, though they 
truſt not in Riches. God is the God of the Rich, 
as well as of the Poor; and the one as well as the 
other, are to put their whole truſt in him. 

And if we conſider the Property here given to 
God, viz. Living, but truſt in L Living God; 
we ſhall ſee good reaſon to truſt in God, rather 
than in Riches. For our Wealth may vaniſh 
away, but he ever liveth; our Wealth may prove 
our bane, but he is both the giver and preſerver of 
Life. Our truſting in God is here preſſed by an 
Argument taken from God's Bounty to us in theſe | 
words, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy: So 
that the Lord is not only a Living, but alſo a 
Giving. God, of whoſe Gift you have not only all 
needful things, but alſo richly, and as St. James 
ſaith, liberally, Jam. i. 5. For God in his Gifts 
ſheweth himſelf to be a God, and that two ways, 
1. In the Freeneſs. 2. In the greatneſs of them. 
te leadeth us with Benefits, Plal, Ixviii. 19. nch 
8 TIC! 
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De Rich Men. 4 


23 WH 


e | wor their Childeen, 2 Cor. xii. 14. | 
7 Only let this lawful Liberty be mid with 
8 * 5 ſuch like bounds: 


ö . That we lay up nothing but what is 11 

2 its Tolay up Riches of Unrighteouſneſs, is 

| to kindle a Fire that may deſtroy | both our tem- 
poral and ſpiritual eſtate. - 

2. That we be not ſo covetous of deutig up, 
as to deny our ſelves what is needful for our uſe 
and comfort, or to deny the Poor what is needful 
and neceſſary for them ; but that we willingly give 
out as what is meet for our ſelves ; ſo what is 

needful to the Poor. 14 
3. That in our treaſuring up, we aim not meer 

17 wholly, and only at our ſelves ; but withal 
havean eye as to the charge, which in particular, 

| God hath committed to us; ſo alfo to the 

Church, Commonwealth, and Poor for the time 
to 0 
| hat we exceed not meaſure in our treaſure, 

© | 06s 4 though we aim at the fore-mentioned good x 
| So much for the clearing the firſt Duty the Apo- 
ſtle would have preſſed pon rich Men eſpecially, 
which is to Truſt in God. | 
The Second is, Charity tnvards Men, expreſſed. 
in ſeveral Phraſes, as firſt by doing gud, © 
Chbarge them that are rich in this Morld, that 
they do gad. So that the true Charity confiſteth 
not _ in CPE Affections, and kind 


9 n Speeches; 


1 g . * r \ 11 
* . 


14 e Jpoftles Charge 
Speeches; but in good Deeds, as the word e in 
the Original ; implieth, . 

You that are Rich ought o be rich in good 
Warks, as the Apoſtle addeth. For God expeReth. 
Fruit = ee to the Seed which he ſoweth. 
2 3 plenty of Seed, therefore you muſt 

ful in Are kind of Fruit. 

ke other Branches, ready to D: itribute, wit 


ling to Communicate, deſcribe the manner of our. 


Charity. 

The former implying, a wiſe di ifribution F our 
Ans; for to diſtribute is not hand over head, 
without conſideration to give, but according. to 
the need of them to whom we ,give.: The latter 
re ilingneſs therein, as by diſtributing,. 

n to others, ſo by willingneſs therein, 
2 comfort is brought unto our Souls, and 
ace to the Work; and God doth beſt accept 

. for ” loveth a chearful (willing) giver.. 
2 Cor. 

In — Fr place follow the Reaſons,. to en- 
fore the forenamed Duties taken ſrom the benefit 

1 them, which is in brief, aſſurance 

ternal Liſe, implied in theſe words, Laying up 
in fore for themſelves a good foundation, againſti 
the time to come, that they may lay hald on Eternal 
Life. The Apoſtle ng for their better encou- 
ragement to lay out a portion of their eſtate on 
good Works, telleth 48 that they are. ſo far 
from loſing what they ſo lay out, as in truth they 
lay up 2 — in fore for themſelves. . \ 
Lea, they lay up A good bl, that i is, ſuch 
AT reaſure as is like a Foundation in the Ground, 
that cannot be ſhaken or overthrown... This 
Treaſure the Apoſtle thus expreſſeth, in oppoſition 
to the forementioned uncertainty of Riches. | 
by a e diſtribution of this World's Wealth, 
8 8 * Ayalopyer «EY 


concerning Rich Men. * x 
they do indeed but - exchange . Uncertainties for 
Cray and ſo no fear Vacs by, ſuch har- 

WR hap they thereby 55 Eternal Life. 


„ Are then 4 ks the cauſe . er- E 


4 Surely no, only i are the means and 
way of attaining thereto ; and in this ſenſe is 
this Phraſe; here uſed, That, they may lay hold am 
Eternal Life. Having thus, ſhewed. you the acca- 
Jon of the words, the ee of them, 
their ſenſe and meaning. 

I ſhould. now, according to my accuſtomed : me- 
thod, proceed to ſuch points of Doctrine, which: 
the words do. naturally afford unto us; but 1 
muſt wave them, and conſider that Lale ar 
N * 3 Con f Config. which was given me, 

ow, or after what - manner, mn 20e- 


give — that "ole be acceptable : and pleaſing. 
unto Cod? In the loving. I ſhall en- 
deavour to anſwer moſt of the of Conſcience 


about A ving. 

Anſiu. I. It muſt be with Juſtice, giving only 
our own, whereunto we have. a juſt: Right and 
Title; ſo much our Saviour implieth in that 


Precept, Luke xi. 41. Where he faith, Give 


Alms of ſuch Things as you haue whereby is not 
meant, ſuch things as a Man hath by him, (for 


one may have another Man's things by him) but 


ſuch things as are his own, to which he hath a 


juſt Title, and undoubted Right, of which he. is 


| the lawful Proprietor, and hath the power of diſ- 
poſing thoſe things; and thoſe only. he may law- 
N juftly give away. 


his. Caveat in very neceſſary for many, Res- | 


4 0 1. Becauſe otherwiſe we ſhall fever Mercy from 
Juſtice, which ſhould. always go hand in hand; 


. hath * them together, Prove. N 
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Dan. iv. 2 7˙ And we, muſt not put them aug 


der; indeed they are two Links of one and the 
"fame Chain, of which other Vertues and Graces 
are alſo other Links; ſo mam Virtues, ſo 


Links: now if one Link of a Chain fall off, the 
whole Chain is broken, and down falls that which | 


is drawn or held up by it; ſo we that are held 


out, of the Pit of Deſtruction by the Chain of 


Graces, are in danger to fall into it, if one Grace 
be violated, and*fevered from the reſt. N 

2. By giving that which is not our own, the 
Excellence and Glory of Charity is loſt; of ſuch 


Charity it may be ſaid, {-chabed, where is the | 
Glory? 1 Sam. iv. 21. The Glory of = | 


conſiſts in this, that we are willing to part wit 


dur own, and therein to damnify. ourſelves, for 
the Relief and Succour of others. 

3. By giving that which is not our own, we io 
wrong, and thereby make our ſelves hable to Re- 
ſtitution, ſo that Charity in fuch a Caſe, is a plain 

Injury. It is a caſe wherein a Recompence of 


Revenge. may more be feared, than Retompence 


of Reward expected. 


Queſt, Who may be Jo 1% give that which i 10 nut 


their 'own ? 


Anſiw. They who Steal or Rab for this very e 3 ; 
as Parents 2 Children, or Children for Parents, 


or one Friend for another. It is a Sin for one to 
Steal to ſatisfy his own Hunger, much more it is a 
Sin to Steal for another; certainly it is a great 


wickedneſs to do Injuſtice, chat we may do Acts 
of Charity. 5 
2. Such as having r up an „hae, er got 
ſomething indirect and unjuft means, as by Lying, 
Sweating, Falſe Weights, Decei ut Meaſ tures,” and 
the lite; think to make up all by giving part ts the 


Par. For the * Crotdans ſay well the good 2. 
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concerning Rich Men. 17 
doth not juſtify the unjuſt getting - of their Goods. 
And can any imagine that God will be pleaſed 
with thoſe Mens Charity, who give Relief out of 
that which they have wrongfully gotten? Reſtitu- 
tion ſhould rather be made to ſuch as have been 
wronged. And if neither the Parties wronged, 
nor their Heirs can be found, then, what hath been 
wrongfully got, ought to be given to the Poor, ,as 
their Heirs. An Example whereof we have in 
Zacheus, Luke xix. 8. who having wronged 
many by Oppreſſions; after his Converſion, . of- 
fereth four fold Reſtitution unto all whom he had 
wronged ; and becauſe many. could not be found, 
to whom he ſhould make it, he offereth to beſtow, 
half of his Goods to the relief of the Poor. 
3. Such as being under authority, and have na 
propriety in the things which they give; do notwith= 
ftanding give direct againſt, or ſimply without the 
conſent of thoſe "who have the true propriety, do nat 
= give of thar own; as Servants,, Children, and 
others. Indeed Servants and Children may law- 
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fully give out of that which is their own, but not 
without their allowancgcge. 


* 


4. Such as being. joined in Partnerſhip with ano- 
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13 Our Am muſt be given 


their outward Condition and Ability; That they 
uſe the beſt diligence they can, by all lawful ! 
and warrantable Means, 'to get ſomething to be- 
ftow upon charitable Uſes. Let poor labouring 
Men take ſo. much the more pains, that they may 
have ſomewhat to 0 let Servants ſpare out of 


their Wages ; let ſuch as have no Propriety in any 
thing, but are wh 
whom they live, as Children, Apprentices and 
others, do what they can to obtain ſomething of 


their Parents, or other Governours, even for this 
very end, that they may have ſomething to give. 


Let ſuch as are in Debt, firſt pay their Debts, and 


then give Alms. Let ſuch as have any way de- 
frauded others, firſt make Reſtitution, and then 


relieve them that are in need. Finally, let ſuch as 
live at the extent of their Eſtate, and much more, 
fuch as live beyond their Means, well weigh, 


wherein they may cut off ſome of their Exyences | 


to beſtow on the Poor. 


- 


II. Alms-giving muſt be with Freedom and chear- 


= 


fulneſs, and not grudgingly; the Phraſe of giving 
Alms, frequently mentioned in Scripture, implieth 


as much, for to give,. is freely to beſtow. In the 


Law this Propriety of Giving, is plainly expreſſed, | 


and by the contrary thus explained, Thau fhalt 
freely give him, and thine heart ſhall nat be grieved 
ruhen thou giveſt unto him, Deut. xv. 10. It is 
alſo implied under this Phraſe, thou ſpalt open thy 
hand wide, v. 11. Alms muſt not be wrelſted. 


and wrung out of a Man's hand, but he muſt of 


himſelf open his Hand; that is, freely give. The 


word wide addeth Emphaſis. And in the Goſpel, [| 


we find it commanded by the Apoſtle, ' Every 
Man according as he purpoſeth in his Heart,, ſo let 


k O72. k 


him give nat grudgingly, e of. neceſſity, for Cod b 1 


eth a: cheerful giuer, 2 Cor.. ix. 7. 
Many may be f 
hereunto : 


lotives may be 


— 


y maintained by them under 


roduced to induce us 
as, | 1. The 


24. And freely to give us all 


with freedom and cheerfulneſs. 19 
1. The pattern of God our Heavenly Father, and 
of bis Sn Feſus Chrift our Redeemer, © 
All the good that the Father doth, he doth moſt 
freely; Who hath firff given unto him The 
* word which is uſed to ſet out that which God gi- 
veth, ſignifieth a Free 755 ; and he is faid to love 
as freely, Hof, xiv. 4. ee freely, Rom. iii. 
ings, Rom. viii. 32. 
This Reaſon of God's Love, The Lord ſet 'his 
Love upon you, becauſe he led you, Deut. vii. 7, 8. 
doth clearly demonſtrate the freeneſs of it. 
The good alſo which the Son of God, Jefus 1 
Chriſt our Saviout doth for us, he doth moft freely "I 
upon his own love, without any defert of ours: 1 
In this reſpe& it is faid, that he hath l us, ant 
hath given himſelf for us, Epheſ. v. z, 25, The. 
conjunction of theſe two, ling and giving, plainly 
prove the freeneſs of the Gift. But farther he 
expreſly faith concerning the freeneſs of His Gift, 
I will give unto him that ts a thirſt of the Fountain 
of the Water of Life freely, Rev. xxi. 6. And 
again, Whoſoever will, let him take of the Water 
of Life freey, Cl. 2%. 17% EGS COS 
2. A ſecond Motive may be taken from the Na- 
ture of Charity, which unleſs it be free, rs not true 


ere. be firſt a willing 
II quad gratificands 


mind, 
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20 Our Alms muſt be given 
mind, it is accepted acccording to that a Man hath, | 
and not according to that he hath nat, Chap. viii. 12. 
4+ free manner of giving makes the gift the * 
more acceptable to him that is made partaker of it. 
As the Gift ſupplieth his want, ſo the manner of 
giving reviveth his Spirit. The Apoſtle rejoiceth 
in the Lord greatly, upon that care which the 
Philippians ſhewed to him in his neceſſity, Phil. iv, © 
5. A free and cheerful giving much redoundeth to 
the glory of God, in that others are ;{tirred up to NY 
- praiſe God for ſuch Gifts. David praiſed God's 1 
glorious Name, when he ſaw his People offer wik | 
lingly unto the Lord, 1 Chren. xxix. 13, 14. And, 
in this reſpect the Apoſtle faith of ſuch, Benevo- 
lence, that it is abundant by many Thankſgivings unta 
ir 7575 85 . . if 76 8! 
III. Vith ſimplicity and ſincerity; according to 
that of the Alke he 100 wh let him do it 
with famplicity, Rom. xii. 8. That is, with an 
honeſt, plain and ſincere Heart, not aiming therein 
at his on praiſe or applauſe, but at the glory of 
God, doing it in obedience to his command. This 
ſimplicity in giving, our Saviour hinteth unto us, 
where he ſaith, I ben thou 77 Alins, let not thy 
left hand know what thy right hand doth, Matth. 

\ YL. 3. That is, let not the neareſt that may be 
unto thee know what thou giveſt. The right 
hand is that hand wherewith we ordinarily give, 
yet. the left hand is often aſſiſtant to it. Now ] 
though there ſhould be any ſo near unto thee, as 
to be helpful and afliſtant,. or at hand, yet let 

them not know it; make known thy charity to 
Queſt. May Hot We give Alms if others be by? * 
. Auſw., Tea, if need ſo require; às at public 

Collections, or when in publick we fee one ſtand 

in need. But we may not do it with a _ to 


* 


wi Simplicity and dy. 
have it know; our mind muſt be free from — 
ſuch conceit, and we muſt ſo do it, as if we were 


alone * That Ams is noi unacceptable which is 
given and ſeen of Men, but that which is given to be 


ſeen of Men. So that the ſcope of our Saviour in 


the forementioned place, is to take us off from 
all Vain-glory, in giving of our Alms, that as 
much as in us lieth we ſhould endeavour to hide 
and conceal our good Works from the Ay of 
the World. | 

IV. Our Alms juſt be TO _ a cot 


nate heart, with bowels affettion, The Greek 


+ word for Ams is deriv'd from a word that ſigni- 
fies Mercy, which intimaterh the diſpoſition of 
the giver, that he ſhould be a merciful Man, whoſe 
bowels are moved at the miſery of another, and 
thereupon contributes to his need with bowels of 
compaſſion, "i SOS 

In giving we muſt bee only open! our Hands 
but our Hearts alſo in pity ki compaſſion ;/ we 
muſt draw out our . nux Souls (as the Prophet ſpeak- 
_ as well as our purſes to the hungry and afficted,. 
Iſa. lviii. 10. which is implied under ſeveral Ex- 
preſſions of Charity, uſed in Scripture: by the 
Holy Ghoſt, as He that bath merey on the Por, 
happy is be, Prov: xiv. 21. And-again, NN that 
hath pity upon tho Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, Ch. 
xix. 17, And faith the Apoſtle St. Paul, Put en, as 
the Elect of God, Bnwels of Mercy, Col. iii. 12. And 
faith the beloved Diſci ple St. John, Il hoſo hath this 
world's goods, and fell, his Brother bath need, and 
ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from hin, how 


dltoelleth 1 Libs of God in him? 1 John iii. 17. It 


is not ſufficient to have an open liberal Hand, unleſs | 
we have alſo an open and compaſſionate Heart ; 
for 


ow SE; 17 ingrata eleemoſyna que fot & videtur » ſed 


gue fit ut videatur. 
1 Bamnubovyn 40 1 miſericordia. | 


a. 


22 Our Alms muſt be given | 
for if the * Sacrifice of our Alms-deeds be not 4 
mingled, with the oil and incenſe of Mercy and 
compaſſion, it will not be acceptable unto God, 
who will have Mercy as well as Sacrifice. In 
contributing therefore to the Relief of the Poor, 
let our inward affetiion go along with our outward ' 
action. | | 175 
As helps hereunto, be. 2's "94 PF | 
1. Be well inform d in the benefits that compaſ- 
from bringeth ; and that not only to thy diſtreſſed 
Brother, who is relieved, but alſo to thy ſelf, ' 
to whom in this.caſea promiſe of Mercy is made; 
Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy, 
Matth. v. 7. Mercy from other Men, and 
Mercy from God himſelf. 1 | 
2. Well weigh the common condition of all, how 
all things came alike to all, Eccleſ. ix. 2. as the 
Wiſe Man ſpeaketh, ſo that thou alſo art ſubject to 
the ſame diſt reſs whereunto others ae brought; and 
therefore as ** Aquinas faith, we ſhould have com- 
_ paſſion on other Mens Miſery, for the poſſibility 7 
Juffering the.like ; Which Argument the Apoſtle } | 
| to the Hebrews, ſaying, Remember them 5 
which ſuffer adverſity, as being our ſelves alſo in the | 
body"; that is, ſay ſome, as being Members of the 
ſame Bod „but rather, as Beza, and others inter- 
— — as being our ſelues in the Body of fleſh 
and frailty, ſulject to the lite miſeries ; + For fo * 
long as we dwell here in theſe Houſes of Clay, 
and carry about us this Earthly Tabernacle, we 
are all ſubject to the like Changes and Chances; | 
which made old learned T heodoret, to reach his 1 
helping hand to thoſe out- caſt {fricans, of whom he 
| ::+3 Jak 1 
Benefcentia ex benevolentia manare debet, A fectus 
Funs nomen tmponit operi tuo, Ambr. Offic. 30. 
** Propter poſſibilitatem fimilia patiendi Tho. 24, 
24, queſt. 2. part. 2. + Ut qui fitis & ipſi iiſdem ca la- 
mitatibus obnoxii, Bez. in loc. e 


with a compaſſionate Heart. 23 


, Epiſt, 29. I ben I jaw their pitiful eflate, 1 
began to lay to heart the turnings and in- 
verſions of of human things, 10 fear ig le 72 17 my folf 


might fall into the like evils, | 
V. Our Alms muſt be given ſeaſinabh ; for as 
the Wiſe Man ſpeaketh, To ery thing there is a 
feafon and every thing is be only in its time 
n; Eccleſ. iii. 11. And therefore it 
E e our wiſdom ſo to obſerve the Needs. and 
Neceſſities of other Men, that we do not ſlip any 
ſeaſon or opportunity of doing good. According 
to that Exhortation of the Fo poſtle, As we have 
opportunity, let us do good, Gal. 1 vi. 10. The word 


+ in the Original tranſlated Opportunity, proplcly 
ſignifies a fea onable time. 


A ueſt. Which are the fonable times ing 
| S Parks of Mercy £ mg fe 7 
ö 
| 


Anſw. 1. When accidentally thou meeteſt with 
any fit Objects of Merey, — muſt not then 
paſs them by with the Prie/t and Levite, Luke x. 
31, 32, 33, 34. but with the good Samaritan, 
preſently pour the Oil and Wine of thy Charity into 

the Wounds of thy Brother, forthwith contribu- 
ting ſomewhat to his Relief; for Miſery being the 
proper object of Ferns thou — then extend 
th unto ſuch as are in want 

. hen On by his Providence hath 5 4544 


. ſed and increaſed thy Stack and Store, by proſpering 


een at Sea, or e . 


ſome Legacy bequeat ſome 
of of thy Friedds, \thae! is a ſeaſonable eee 

to give out freely and liberally to the relief of the 
Poor, in teſtimony of thy thankfulnefs unto God 
for his bounty towards thee. I know it is uſual 
with moſt Men upon the increaſe of their Stock 
and Store, to ſacrifice to their own Nets, to aſcribe 
ap Wealth to their own Wit and r (ron 
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to ſay in their Hearts, Their — WO the 


might of their hand hath gotten them this Waalth, 


Deut. viii. 17. But mark what Moſes faith in the 


next Verſe, 18. Thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy 


God, it is he that giveth thee potuer to get wealth, | 


Seeing therefore what thou haſt, thou haſt received 
from God, whatſoever the means and inſtruments 


were of conveying it unto thee, is it not moſt juft 
and equal, that in way of thankfulneſs t 


ſhouldeſt ſet apart ſome portion thereof for the 
Poor and Needy? | 

3. The Lord's day is another ſeaſmable time of 
doing Works of Mercy, according to the Apoſtles 


Rule and Direction; Now concerning the collectun 
| = the Saints, as I have given order to the Churches 


Galatia, even ſo do ye, Upon the firſt day of the 
zek, let every one of you lay by him in ſtore, as God 
hath. proſpered him, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2, Where by 
the firft-day of the week is meant the Lord day, on 
which the Apoſtle enjoineth the Corinthians to lay 
up ſomething in 3 ; implying thereby, that that 
is a very fit ſeaſon, not only to do ſuch works of 


Mercy, which are then offered unto ugg: but alſo to 


prepare for other times. 
4. Days of thankſgiving for ſome eminent Air: 


are another ſeaſonable time of doing Works of 


Mercy,” The remembring the Poor at ſuch 
times1s expreſly commanded in Scripture; Thou ſhalt 
rejoice in thy ſeaſt, thou, and thy Son, and thy Daugh- 
ter, and thy Man-ſervant, and thy Maid Servant, 
and the Levite, the Stranger and the Fatherleſs, and 
the Midubv, Deut. xvi. 14. Here the Stranger, the 
Fatherleſs, the Widow are commanded to rejoice 
on their Days of Feaſting, which pre-ſuppoſeth 


the Rich Mens ſending Portions of their good 


chear unto them, which was the Practice of the 
People of God, as appeareth by that command 


of Nebemiah to the Foun on a Day of thankſgiv- | 


ing 


e Ze „ 


, manus dantis he/it. Sen. de Ben. 


ing, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the ſweet, 
and ſend portions unto them for whom nothing 1s pre- 
pared,, Neh. viii. 10. And their day of thankſ- 
giving from Haman's Conſpiracy, is called a day 
feaſting, and of ſending portions one to another, and 
gifts to the Poor, Eſth. ix. 22. And what more 


ſeaſonable time can there be for ſhewing mercy to 
the Poor, than when we are bleſſing God for his 


* 


manifold Mercies vouchſaſed unto us? 


5. Days of Faſting and Prayer, are another 
ſeaſonable time of doing Works of Mercy. For 


how can we-expect that God ſhould ſhew mercy 
unto us, in removing thoſe: Judgments which we 
fee], or in preventing thoſe which we fear; if we 
will not ſhew mercy to our poor Brethren, who 


ſtand in need of our Relief? In the Day of our 


Faſting therefore, let us at leaſt give away to- the 
Poor, ſo much as we fave by our Faſt, For as 
St. Auſtin in one of his Sermons faith, + Then are 
our Faſts acceptable to God, if they which faſt out 
of neceſſity, becauſe they want Meat, be relieved by us. 


Let this therefore be always obſerved by us, that 


the Poor have the gain of our Faſting, .and not our 
own Purſes. 

VI. Our Alms muſt be given readily and ſpeedily, 
without any needleſs delay, according to the coun- 
ſel of the Wiſe Man, 2 
to whom it is due; Prov. iii. 27. That is, with- 


hold not any act of Charity from thoſe who ſtand 


in need of thy help, || Say not unto thy Neighbour, 
go and come again, and to morrow I will give thee, 


Þ+ Tum grata ſunt Deo noſtra jejuni, illi gui ne- 
ceſſitate jejunant reficiantur d nobis. Ang. Serm. de 
Temp. 64. Qui fic moratur, neganti proximus eſt, Sener. 
de bene fic. I. 2. c. 5. Beneficia. non ſunt procraſtinanda, 
fed tempeſtive danda, ut magis prodefſe poſſint. Eis dat, 


gui cite dat. Ingratum ef? beneficium quod diu inter 


— 


ſptedily, without needleſs delay. 27 


ith-hold not good from them 


when 


2 8: 


Aas Aquilinas, 


26 Our Alms 's muſt be be given 8 
when thou haſt it by thee : He that fo delayeth his 


helping hand, is next door to him that denieth. 


And therefore as any occaſion offers it ſelf unto 
us, let us ſpeedily embrace it, as knowing that a 
ſpeedy Giver is a double Benefactor; and the 
2 a Benefit cometh, the ſweeter it taſtes. 
And contrariwiſe a Benefit loſeth its grace that 
ſticketh to his Fingers who is about to beſtow it. 
What then ſhall we think of their Charity, who 
put off all to their Death-beds, never giving any 
thing conſiderable to the Poor, till they can keep 
it no longer? "Theſe by their 44% Will and Teſta- 
ry give ſomewhat to the Poor, yet queſtionleſs 
it is again? their MWillt; for could they have kept 
it longer, they would not have parted with it. 
I ſhall deſire ſuch to conſider ſeriouſly theſe ſix | 
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1, Thatif all Rich Men ſhould do thus, the 
Poor would ſoon be ſtarved for want of Bread. 
2. That this practice of theirs, is againſt the 
expreſs command of God, + who requireth us to 
do good, and communicate out of our ſtore, 
while we have time and opportunity. 

3. That they have no aſſurance of the continu- 
ance of their Wealth, For as the Wiſe Man 
ſpeaketh, || Riches many times make themſelves 
Wings, they fly away as an Eagle towards Heaven; 
_ have Eagles Wings to fly from us. And how 

are there, who have out lived a fair Eſtate ? 
God i in his Diſpleaſure blaſts a Man's Subſtance, 

— — Ind away in a moment. 
4. Though their Riches ſhould continue with 


them, even to their Deaths, yet they have no aſſu- 


xance that God will give them grace to be liberal at 
their Deaths, who had never the goodneſs to be 
charitable in their life-time. 


| + Gal. vi. 10. Matt. v. 16. Prov. xxiii. 5. 4. 
5. That 


lat 


ſoredily, without needleſs delay. 27 
5. That they have no aſſurance, that God 
will accept of their Death-bed Charity: What 


St. Auſtin ſpeaketh of Death-bed Repentance, that 


it is ſeldom true and hearty; the fame I may ſay 
of Death-bed Charity; it is ſeldom true and 
hearty, but for the moſt part rotten and hypocri- 


- tical, proceeding from ill grounds, as Vain-glory, 
Conceit of Merit, and the like. 


6, That they have no aſſurance of the true 
performance of their Will, that the Poor ſhall be 


the better for what is thereby given them. For 


how many Executors have proved unfaithful to their 
Truſts, whereby many charitable Gifts have been 
alienated? And if Friends be ſo unfaithful unto 
us in our life-time, how can we but queſtion their 
Fidelity after our Deaths? Oh therefore that all, 


whom the Lord hath bleſſed with an Eſtate, would 


in their life-time become their own Admini/trators, 
making (as one faith) their own hands their Execu- 
tors, and their own yes their Overſeers, For 
queſtionleſs that Charity which is exerciſed in a 
Man's life-time is the beſt, and moſt acceptable 
unto God. | 
VII. Our Alms muſt be bountiful and liberal, 
giving out proportionably to what the Lord hath 
iven unto us. This is implied in that command. 
of God to his People, Thou ſhalt open thine hand 


wide untothy Brother, to thy Poor and to thy Needy in 


the Land, Deut. xv. 11. that is, thou ſhalt give unto 
him bountifully and liberally.. And our Apoſtle | 
here in the Text would have. rich Men charged 
to be rich in good works, even as God hath given 


them all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. vi. 18, For 


unto whomſoever much is given, of him much ſhall be 
required, Luke. xii. 48. And therefore the ſame 
Apoſtle adviſeth the Corinthians to give, as Ged 
hath proſpered them, 1 Cor. xvi. 2, To whom 


God hath given little of this World's Goods, of 
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28 Our Alms muſt be given 
them he requireth but little; but to whom he hath 
given much, of them he requireth much. Rich 
Men therefore muſt not only give a portion of 
their Wealth to the relief of others, but alſo in 
ſome fit proportion to their Eſtate. WY 
| Queſt. F any ſhall ast what is that portion ar 

proportion of Eftate, which rich men ought to ſet apart 
for charitable uſes ? „ 

Anſ. It is an hard matter to determine the quan- 
tity and proportion of Mens Charity, the Scripture 
being filent herein, leaving this to the diſcretion 
and ingenuity of the prudent Chriſtian. As the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Every man according as he pur- 
poſeth in his heart, ſo let him give, &c, A certain 
quantity is not ſet him, that is left to the free purpoſe 
of his own heart, 2 Cor. ix. 7. 
But tho? the Scripture giveth us no direct Pre- 
cept in this particular, it holdeth forth many Pre- 

. cedents for our imitation; as that of Jacob, who 

in teſtimony of his thankfulneſs unto God for 

what he ſhould beſtow upon him, vowed the 
tenth part thereof unto God for pious and charita- 
ble Uſes. And Jacob waved a vow unto God, ſay- 
ing, of all that thou halt give me, I will ſurely give 
the tenth unto thee, Gen. xxviii. 20, 22, Of Cor- 
nelius it is recorded, that he gave much Ams, Acts 
x, 2. And the Macedonians are highly com- 
mended for their great Bounty and large Contri- 
butions. Theſe Examples are left upon record 
for our Imitation. For as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 
+ whatſoever things were written afore-time, were 
written for our learning, and for our admonition. 
So that though the quantity of our Alms, how 
much we ſhould give, is not expreſly. ſet down; 
et this we find both commanded and commended, 
y Precepts and Precedents, in the Scripture, that 
we give liberally and bountifully in ſome fit propor- 
2 Cor. viii 3. +, Rom. xv. 4. 1 Cor. x. 11. 
r len 


<> 24 23; 


— 


—— UCC Tg ” 
—— — — — — 


— 


— — 


—— — — — . — — 8 — 
— — — e > ew 
- 


, ——— K Ree enemies 
r ——U U > — — — — — K . — — 
* 


3 4 „ 6 


, K * p 9 
_ — — ers bo A nes er 
N _ 
+ 
* 
* 1 
a 
* 
7 
2 


bountifully and liberally” 20 
tion to our Eſtates; that if we be rich in this 
World's Goods, we ſhould then be rich in Good 
Works ; ſowing liberally, that we may reap liberally, 
2 C8: ix. 622; 

Now that our Alms. may be liberal, it muſt be 
fitted to two things, iz. 
1. The Neceſſity of the Receiver. 
2. The Ability of the Giver. 


That in our giving we ſhould have reſpect to the 


Need and Neceſſity of our Brother, the Law is 
clear which ſaith, Fibere be among you a poor Man 


one of thy Brethren, thou ſhalt open thy hand wide 


unto him, and ſhall give him ſufficient for his need, 
in that which he wanteth, Deut. xv. 7, 8. That 
we ſhould likewiſe have reſpect to our own Ability, 
the Apoſtle St. Peter is as clear, where he ſaith, 
If any Man miniſter, let him do it as of the Ability 
which God giveth ; that is, let every one give with 
reſpect to his own Eſtate and Ability. Notwithſtand- 
ingin caſes of urgent Neceſlity, and great Extremity, 
we are to ſtrain our ſelves even above our Ability. 
Here it may not be impertinent to anſwer ano- 
ther queſtion {for J reſolve to contrive all I have 
to deliver upon this Subject into this plain and eaſy / 
Method.) <5 | 
Queſt. How many Ways may Rich Men exerciſe 
their Charity ? I | 
Anſw. I. By laying out a portion of their Eſtate 
in ſuch a way as direftly tends to the Worſhip of God, 
the Advancement of Religion, the Salvation of _ 
Souls; which I may not unfitly term, a ſpiritua 
Charity, 
And this may alſo be done ſeveral ways, As, 
1. By contributing towards the planting. and pro- 
pagating the Goſpel where it hath not been. A Work 
ſet on foot by divers in New England, but chiefly 
carried on by the Charity of well diſpoſed People 
here in Old England. 
B 3 2. By 


teaching of poor Mens Children, who have not 


30 How many Ways may Rich Men 

2. By ſetting up and maintaining Lecturm; 
the Preaching of the Word being the ordinary 
means appointed by God for the bringing of Sinners 


„ deſigned for the Miniſtry, that fo there may be 
9 "enter of . Godly and Or- 
thodox Miniſters, for the edifying of the Body of 
Chiiſt. | | 

5. By beſtoruing of Bibles on poor Children, where- 
by, through the Care of their Parents, they may 
be acquainted 20:th the Knowledge of the holy Scriptures, 
re able to make them wiſe unto Salvation, 
2 Tim. iii. 15, Memorable is the pious Gift of Sir 
Jobn Fenner, who by his laſt Will gave fix Pounds 
per Annum to ſeveral Out-pariſhes in London, for 
the buying of Bibles, to be diſtributed amongſt 

r Children. From my own experience I can 
ſay, that this Gift hath occaſioned many poor Pec- 


to the Knowledge of Je us Chriſt, whom to kuw WW 
is Life Eternal, Rom. i. 16. 10 
3. By adding to the maintenaance of ſuch ſettled f 
Preachers, whoſe pains are great, and means ſmall, t 
through the covetouſneſs of Impropriators, who e 
ingroſs to themſelves what doth more properly be- 1 1 
long to the Miniſter. t 
4. By maintaining of poor Scholars at the Univer- 
| 


ple to teach their Children to read, that ſo they 


might be capable of thoſe Bibles, which are to be 
given only to ſuch as can in ſome meaſure read. 

6. By erecting of Country-Schools, and endowing 
them with ſome competent Maintenance, for 


whereviithal to pay for their Learning; which 


will be a ſpecial means, not only to further their 


Civil, but likewiſe their ſpiritual Education. - For 
thereby they will be made more capable of Divine 
Inſtruction. Experience teacheth us, how inef- 
fectual the moſt powerful Miniſtry is upon an igno- 

rant 
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rant and unlearned Congregation. * Without doubt 
the erecting of Country Schools is a Work of Cha- 
rity, more · noble in it ſelf, more acceptable unto 
God, and more beneficial to the Kingdom, than 
the Building of Alms-houſes, who are to oſten 
filled with fwarms of idle drones. But though 
this Spiritual Charity is queſtionleſs the more ex- 


cellent, as tending to a more excellent Object, 


namely, the Souls of our Neighbours, yet 
the Bodies of our Neighbours muſt be cared for 
as well as their Souls: Our Charity therefore 
— alſo extend to them, and in this kind it 
be practiſed and expreſſed. 

"Nl. By a free and liberal giving to the Relief 
thoſe who are in want, of which I have already 
largely ſpoken. 

IIL By a' ready lending to ſuch, as being in a 
Calling, 9 Stock, or other means to help themſelves 
in their Trades, This Duty of Lending, we find 
expreſly commanded both in the Law. and in the 
Goſpel ; in the Law, as in the place before quo- 
ted; Thou ſhalt open thine hand wide to thy poor bro- 
ther, and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his need 
in that which he wanteth, &c. Deut. xv. 8. In the 
Goſpel, Lend (faith our Saviour) looking for nothing 
again; that is, lend not only to ſuch from whom 
you may hope by reaſon of their Ability to receive 
your own again; but alſo to ſuch, as by reaſon of 
their Poverty may perhaps never be able to. repay 
you. The Plabmif maketh this a note of a 
righteous and a' good Man, that he is ever mercifut 
and lendeth ; and that he ſheweth favour and lend- 
e&th; Pſal. xxxvii. 26; Pſal. cxti.'5, Where we 
ſee it is ſet. down, as the Property of ſuch a Man, 
that he'is ready 'to lend to the Poor, to ſuch as 
ſtand in need of his _—_ mo freely, without 
hope of Gain. 
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32 ye many Beal may Rich Maw 
| This Duty belongeth eſpecially to rich Men, 1 1, 
becauſe the occaſions of him that would borrow, 1 1 
uſually require more than meaner Perſons can well | 
ſpare ; they can better give a Penny than lend a 
Pound; though in many caſes the lending our Bro- 
ther a conſiderable Sum together, would be more 
beneficial to him, than it may be to give him half 
as much; there is therefore a noble and very gene- 
rous Act of Charity, to be exerciſed this way, and 
it is peculiar to-rich Men, who have it by them 
wherewithal to do it. 44 
IV. Rich Men may and ought to expreſs their 
Charity, by forgrong a Debt when the borrawer is 
not able to repay | 
There be 4 cir * by the help of that which is 
lent them, God bleſſing their Pains in the Imploy- 
ment thereof, are able to repay what is lent, If M\ 
there were not hope thereof, Men would rather 
give than lend to ſuch. 
But there are others, who, notwithſtanding their 
Care and Pains in their Calling, thrive not; or by 
ſome Accident ſuffer ſuch loſs and damage, as they 
are not able to repay what they have borrowed. In 
ſuch caſes Creditors are bound to forgive (at leaſt 
to forbear their Debtors.) This is the Intendment 
of that Charge, Lend, hoping for nothing again, 
Luke. vi. 35, To take this Phraſe ſimply, is 
to alter the nature of lending, and to turn it into 
giving, Herein lieth the difference betwixt Lending 
and Grving; Lending is on Condition to have a- 
gain that which is lent, or at leaſt the worth of it 
ſome other way: Giving is free, without any ſuch Þ| 
Condition. That Advice of Chriſt, to lend, 
hoping for nothing again, hath reſpe& to the Mind 
of the Lender, that he ſhould not have his mind 
wholly and only upon the repaying of what he 
lendeth, but on the Need of his Brother. He is. 
not ſimply to lend, becauſe he is perſuaded be ſhall 
loſe 
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loſe nothing, but have his own again. He is to 


lend, becauſe he doth therein great kindneſs to his 
Brother, who ſtands in much need thereof, 

The || Greek word properly ſignifieth to deſparr, 
and ſo it may here be taken; as if he had ſaid, 
when your Brother hath need to borrow, lend, 
though his Caſe be ſuch that you even deſpair of 
receiving it again, though you run ſome hazard of 
loſing the Principal, 

If therefore it ſo fall out, that the Debtor be not 
able to pay what he borrowed, forgive it him. He 
lends, hoping for nothing again, who is willing to 
forgive, if the Neceſſity of the Borrower require 
it. This was it which Nehemiah enjoined the 
rich Jetus, Neh. v. 11. Our Lord doth excellently 
preſs this Duty in the Parable of the two Creditors, 
where we have a commendable Pattern of a cer- 
tain King, that in ſuch a caſe forgave a great Debt; 
and of the fore revenge he executed on one of his 


Servants, becauſe he did not in like manner forgive 


his Fellow-ſervant, Matth, xviii. 23. ad Finem. 

In the Old Teſtament it is commended to us 
under the Phraſe of re/toring the pledge, Ezek. xvii. 
7. and xxxiii 15, Gen, xxxviii. 17, 18. A Pledge 
was a Pawn left by a Debtor with his Creditor, for 
aſſurance to pay the Debt. Reſtoring the Pledge 
when the Debt was not paid, was an evidence of 
remitting the Debt. „ 

V. By Hiſßpitaliiy, which conſiſteth not fo much 
in a loving entertainment of Kindred, Friends 
and Neighbours, as of Strangers, + according to 
the import of the Gree Word, | | 

|| S7TeATiCorTes BATiICery ſperare 3 G ey deſperare. 
F @1A0ceria Compounded of giagy & Eaves. Hoſpitali- 
tas eft jpecies” liberalitatis qua peregrinos & hoſpites ac 
preſertim propter vere Deoftrine profeſſionem exulantes, 
vers benevolentia, & aliquibus officiis hoſpitalitatis 
perſequimur, Fon. Oe, 3 28 Fo ; 
CAGSepia 91 qiaoTerVIc, Tips A enoty Eepeiy. Clemens, 
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34 Hou many Ways may Rich Men 
This is that Hoſpitality, which is both com- 
manded and commended to us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, It is commanded in thoſe known Precepts 
of the Apoſtle St. Paul, Rom. xii. 13. Begiven 
to Heſpitality, and be not forgetful to entertain 
ſtrangers, Heb. xiii. 2. Which is as much as to 
ſay, Forget nat Hoſpitality, which is entertaining 
of Strangers. And the Apoſtle St. Peter com- 
mands the Faithful to whom he writes to ½ Ho- 
ſpritality without grudging or repining, 1 Pet. iv. 9. 
It is commended to us by the Practice of God's. 
People; as of Abraham, Gen. xviii. 1, 33. 
of whom it is recorded, that he fat at his Tent- 
door, looking and waiting as it were for ſtrangers 
to entertain them; and ſo ſoon as he ſaw three 
Men, whom he took for ſuch, he ran to invite. 
them. And of Lot, that as he fat in the gate of 
Sodom, he ſaw two whom he-took to be ſtrangers, 
and preſſed them greatly to turn into his houſe, where 
he made them a feaſt, Gen. xix. 3. And of the 
Shunamite and her Husband, who ſhewed them- 
ſelves Hoſpitable to the Prophet Eliſpa, as often as 


He paſſed by their houſe, 2 Kings iv. 8. We have 


Job's Teilimony of himſelf, The ſtranger, ſaid he, 
did not lodge in the ſtreets, but I apen'd my dbors to 
the traveller, Job. xxxi. 32. Which words do 
ſhew 70's great Hoſpitality who kept open Houſe 
for all paſſengers. In thoſe days there was no 
common Inn for the Entertainment of Strangers ; 
and therefore they muſt have lain out of doors, if 
ſome good Man had not entertained them. 
Having ſuch and ſo many Precedents of Hoſpi- 
tality, let us ſtrive to follow them, labouring to 
write after their Copy, knowing aſſuredly that our 
labour of Love and Coſt therein ſhall not be in 
vain, For I may truly ſay, it is a fruitful and 


gainful courſe of Liberality ; never did any loſe by 


it. Some hereby have entertained Angels, as the 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Be not pow: Hg to entertain 
ftrangers, for-' thereby ſome have entertained Angeli 
unawares, Heb, xiii. 2. In, ſetting. down this 
Recompence, the Apoſtle hath an eſpecial reſpect 


. unto two Inſtances, one of Abraham, - the other. 


of Lot, Gen. xviii. 2, Chap. xix. 1, _ 
Angels came to both of them, in the appearance 


of Men whom they knew not, which ſheweth: 


God's high account of this Duty, in that once 
and again he ſent Angels to ſuch as were ready to- 


entertain Strangers. 


Lea, we may entertain Chriſt himſelf, and in- 
deed in every entertainment of a poor godly ſtran- 
ger, Chriſt himſelf is entertained. And there-- 
fore in the great Day of Judgment, we read that 
Chriſt puts in this good work by name; I was a- 


Stranger and ye took me in, Matth. xxv. 35. n 


Chriſt is a ſtranger in his Members. 
In ſacred Scripture we find ſeveral others re- 


warded for their Hoſpitality, as 


Rebeckah for her Courteſy to Abraham's Servant, ; 
Gen. xxiv. 18, 22, 49. a mere ſtranger to her, 
was rewarded with precious giſts and a good Huſ- 
band. The Shunamite's Hoſpitality to the Pro- 
phet, 2. Kings iv. was recompenſed. with giving 
her a Son, and reſtoring him to life. The Widew- 
of Sareptah's Hoſpitality to the Prophet El: jah, i in: 
receiving him into her Houſe in a great Famine, 
was rewarded with preſerving and increaſing her 
Meal and Oil; for it is expreſly ſaid, that her bar- 
rel of Meal ended not, neither did boy rj of 0 Oil. | 


fail, until the Lord ſent plenty, of Food, 23 


Xxvii. 16. 
Gaius his Hoſpitality towards St. Paul in receiv-- 


ing him into his Houſe, Rom. xvi. 23. was recom- 
penced with an honourable Teſtimony, . which 


both St, Paul. and St. Jobn gave of him, 3 John- 
a 6. 
8 O 


36 How many Ways may Rich Men 
Obj. Some may object and ſay, inſtead of a 
godly Man, I may haply entertain ſome diſſem- 
bling Hypocrite, and fo loſe both my Gitt and 
Reward ? 855 5 4 
Anſib. 1. Our Charity ought to hope the beſt of 
every one; of whom we have no evident Proof, 
or Preſumption to the contrary, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. 
2. If we receive a diſtreſſed Miniſter in the 
Name of a Miniſter of Chriſt, or private diſtreſ- 
| fed Chriſtian, in the name of a righteous Man, 
ſuppoſing him to belong to Chriſt ; let him be what 
he will, we ſhall neither loſe Gift nor Reward ; 
Chrilt hath undertaken the Payment thereof. 

V. Rich Men may and ought in ſome caſes to 
_ expreſs their Charity, even by ſelling what they 
have for the relief of others, according to that of 
our Saviour, Sell that ye have and give Alms, Luke 
XU. 33. 
Queſt. In what caſes muft rich Men ſell their E- 
Hates, or any part of them for the relief of others? 

Anſw. 1. When they are extracrdinarily called 
thereunto, as he that asked Chriſt, what he ſhould 
do to inherit eternal Life ? Chriſt ſaid unto him, 
Sell whatſcever then haſt, and give to the Poor, 
Mark x. 17, 21. Fhat which the Apo/tles did in 
leaving their Callings to follu Chriſt, was equiva- 
lent to ſelling their Poſſeſſions, Matt. xix. 27. 

2. N Ren they have defrauded and oppreſſed others, 
and are rebuked for that Sin, or otherwiſe brought 
to repentance for the ſame, they ought to teſtify 
the truth of their Repentance, by a full Reſtitution, 
though it be by parting with their Poſſeſſion. 
Thus did the Fews after their captivity reſtore to 
their por brethren, whom they had oppreſſed with 
Uſury, their lands and their houſes, &c. Neh. v. 
11, 12. The Inſtance of Zacheus, Luke, xix. 8. 
tendeth alſo to this purpoſe, who promiſeth to 
give the half of his Goods to the Poor, 8 

R | 3. When 
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3. When there are ſuch a multitude indigent per- 


mms in the Church, as the ſuperfluity of ſuch as ar- 
; far is not ſufficient to relieve, Acts Iv. 34, 35. 
In this cafe, Chriſtians in the Primitive Church 


that were poſſe ors of Lands, or Houſes, ſold them, 
and brought the Prices of the things that were ſold, 


and laid them down at the Apoſiles feet'; and ori 
bution was made unte every man according as be bad 


" need, 


T heſe particular Caſes, bal allof them — 

what extraordinary, do not patronize the plato- 
nical and familiſtical conceit of Community of Goods. 

Which fond miſtake of theirs, theſe Arguments 
amongſt others, tay ſufficiently confute, and evince 
Propriety in Lands and Poſſeſſions to be lawful 
now in the Times)of the Goſpel, | 

1. In thoſe very times wherein Chriſtians for uſe 
had all things common, St. Peter expreſly ſaith to 
Anamas, concerning the Land which he fold, 
whilſt it remained,/ wes it not thine awn Aud after 
it was fold, was it not in thine own power ? Acts v. 
4. Hereby it is manifeſt, that Men then had a 
Propriety in Goods and Lands. 

2. The Duties preſcribed to rich Men in the 
words of my Text, to do good, to be ready to dt firi- 
bute, and willing to communicate, prove as much. 

3. The many Admonitions to pay Debts, to 
give tribute, and perform other like Duties of 


Juſtice, do imply a Propriety of Goods. 


4. Exhortations alſo to Lend and to Sell, prove 
as much, For Men may not lend, nor ſell that 
wherein they have not a Propriety, Lule vi. 3 5. 
Chap. 11. 41, 

5. Inhibitions againſt ſtealing, and againſt all 
kind of Injuſtice pre- ſuppoſe a Propriety, Epb. iv. 
28, 1. 75%. iv. 6. 

Thus 1 have done with the ſeventh Property, 


requiſite to the right manner of giving Alms; 
which 
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which is Bounty and Liberality; whereon I have 
fomewhat the longer infiſted , becauſe it is the 
principal. thing intended in my Text, That they 
which are rich in this Morid's Goods, be rich in good 
Horis. I ſhall add but one more. W 

VIII. Our Alms muſt be given prudently, with: 
diſcretion, according to every one's need. It is 
faid of the merciful Man, A good man ſberueth 
favour and lendeth, he will guide his affairs with diſ- 

 cretion, Pſal. cxii. 5. And truly there is a great 
deal of this diſcretion to be uſed in the ordering of 
our Charity; by putting a difference between 
Poor and Poor; for as one ſaith, f unadviſed giving 

is the worſt kind of loſing. 

Prudence in Alms-giving is commended to us 
by our Saviour, in this word, Þ diſtribute, diſtri» 
bute to the poor, Luke xviii. 22. For to diſtribute, | 
is with diſcretion to give to ſundry Perſons ſeveral. 
Portions, according totheir Need. When mention. 
is made of a prudent. diſcreet relieving the Poor, 
it is thus expreſſed ; Diſtribution was made unto. 
every man according as he had need, Acts iv. 35, 

For the better performing this due Diſcretion: 
in our Charity, let theſe. Rules following be ob- 
ſerved: | 

1. Firſt, They are before others to be relieved, 
over whom we have an eſpecial Charge; as they 
who are.of our Houſhold, of our own Houſe and. 
Family, as Wife, Children and Servants : For 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, F any provide not for his 
own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, he 
hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, . 
: "Fam. v8." .. | 

2. In our Charity we ought to have a ſpecial : 
reſpect unto our poor Kindred ; for of thoſe is the 

Þ+ Turpi/ſimum genus perdendi eſt inconſulta donatis. 

+ diddvs Toy os. 
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forementioned place, 1 Tim. v. 8. To be-under- 
- flood, where the word in the Greek: || tranſlated 
Houſe, is rendered Kindred in the Margin of your 
Bibles. For the Scope of the Apoſtle is to free the 
Church from unneceſfary Charges; and to that end 
doth impoſe the Care of providing for poor Kin- 
dred, upon ſuch of their Relations as were able, 
1 Tim. v. 16. | 

3. They are to be relieved, who are of the Con- 
gregation, or Pariſh, whereof we are Members; 
eſpecially they who dwell mear untous, in regardrhat. 
we may beſt know their wants, Deut. xv. 7, 8. 

4. T hey whom we have juſt cauſe to believe, 

= of the Houſhold of F aith, Gal. vi. 10. 
For we may judge them to be true in their words, 
and believe their wants are ſuch as they declare 
them to be. Now amongſt the godly, ſuch are 
eſpecially to be relieved, and to be preferred in our 
Charity, who are impriſoned, or otherwiſe ſuffer 
tor Chriſt and the Goſpel's ſake ; for Chriſtin a. 
ſpecial manner is relieved. in the Perſons of ſuch, 
as himſelf will acknowledge at the Day of Judg- 
ment, when he will pronounce that bleſſed — 
tence of Abſolution to ſuch merciful Men; 
Come ye bleſſed of ny Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you ; for I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat; I was thirſly, and ye gave me drink; 1 
Was a ranger, and ye took me in; I was in priſon, 
and ye came unto me, &c. Matth. xxv. 34. 
F. They whom we diſcern to ſtand in need of 
preſent ſuccour, though they be mere ſtrangers, 
whom we never ſaw or knew before. Hereof 
we have a worthy Pattern ſet before us in the good 
Samaritan, Luke x. 335 &c. | 

6. They who are in Priſon, or ſick, or any o- 
ther ways reſtrained from making their wants 
known unto others, Matth. xxv. 36, 
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7. They of whoſe Piety, Poverty and Neceſ- 
ſity, credible Teſtimony is brought unto us, 
though we ſee them not our ſelves. Thus many 
of the Chriſtian Gentiles ſent relief to the Churches 
at Feruſalem upon the Apoſtles making known 
their wants, Acts xxiv. 17. Rom. xv. 25, 26. 
In theſe and other like caſes we ought to ex- 
tend our Charity according to the Neceſſity of 
thoſe whom we relieve, and our own Ability; and 
not think it enough to give a few ſcraps of Bread 
and Meat, or ſome Half-pennies or Pence, to 
common Beggars at our Doors, or in the Streets. 
This kind of Alms favoureth. more of vain out- 
ward Oftentation, than of true inward Compaſ- 
ſion; and is more like to proud Phariſees than 
humble Chriſtians. A charitable Chriſtian ordina- 
rily giveth more to one whoſe diſtreſſed Caſe he 
knows, or 1s credibly made known unto him, than 
thefe Phariſees do to many Beggars at many times, 
Queſt. But you'll ſay, do ye then utterly condemn 
all giving to common Beggars, as unlawful ? 
Anſio. We muſt diſtinguiſh of common Beg- 
gars; ſome are ſtrong and luſty, able to work, 
but would live by the ſweat of other mens Brows. 
Others again are weak and impotent, unable to 
work through Age, Sickneſs, Lameneſs, Blind- 
neſs, or the like, | 
Theſe latter are fit Objects of Charity, and 
therefore ought to be relieved. But the former 
ſort of Beggars, namely, the ſtrong and luſty, 
who are able 'to work, but will not through 
Lazineſs, are no fit Objects of Charity; and there- 
ſore. it is no Work of Charity to relieve them, 
or, | * 
1. Their trade of life is no warrantable calling. 
It is a diſrderly walking, which is expreſly con- 
demned by the Apoſtle, for ſaith he, when we _ 
were With you, this we commanded you, that if any 
e would 


" _ ought to be relieved. ' 41 ; 
eſ· would not work, neither ſhould he eat. For tue hear 


"= that there are ſome among you which walk diſarderiy, 
ny working net at all, 2 T hel, iii. 10, 11, It cannot 
es be ſaid of thoſe, 4s the Lord hath called every one, 
vn fo let him walk ; or, let every man abide in the 


ſame calling tubareds he was called, 1 Cor. vii. 
17, 20, God hath called none to ſuch a Trade. 

2. They are Drones in a Hive of Bees; they 
live on the Labours of others, but bring in no- 
thing to- the Stock, as all the other Bees do, 
+ They are as barren Trees, which receive Sap 
from the Earth, but yield no Fruit ; unprofitable 
Burthens of the Earth, whoſe lad doom you may 
read, Luke xili. 7. 
3. Many of them are of no particular Church, 
nor of any civil Society, but out of all Government 
in Church and State. In this and the former re- 
ſpect they may juſtly be ſtiled e Bell, 

without Yoak, Deut. xill 13. F 

4. They with-hold, and in a manner rob the 
State wherein they dwell, of their Labour and 
Pains. The State or Kingdom is as a. body, all 
that dwell therein are as ſo many Members; now 
Nature teacheth every Member to do ſomewhat for 
the benefit of the whole; Theſe doing 11 
thereto, ſin againſt the Light of Nature. | 

F. + They who are truly poor will by this 
means be 3 1 whilſt theſe = Drones * 
vour that which of right belongeth unto them. 

6. They are a great ſcandal and ſhame to the 
Government of the Nation wherein they are. 
For their courſe of Life implieth that no good Pro- 
viſion is made for the Poor, nor order taken to 

+ Lelluris inutile pondus. ++ Nui largiuntur in- 
dignis ea quæ dignis conferri debebant, tria committunt 
abſurda. 1. Nam & ipſi jacturam faciunt. 2, Et in 
bonos contumelioſi ſunt. 3. E t —_ e fee | 
vitiorum ſuppeditata. |. | 1 EIT 
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ſet ſuch as are able to work, and to relieve ſuch ay 
are impotent. Now it is a great Sin to be a ſhame 
to one's own Count 

-, Their kind of Life i is ſenſual and brutiſh 5 
for as brutes they ſpend all their days in feeking. 
Food for their Bodies, | | 

From hence it followeth, that they who relieve 
ſuch, make themſelves acceſſary to the fore- men- 
tioned Sins. 

There are ſome Allegations made for relieving 
ſuch; but they are undue Allegations, and may 
eaſily be anſwered ; the chiefeſt of them is this: 

1. Chriſt commandeth. to give to every Man 
that asketh thee, Luke vi. zo. 

Anſ. That Precept is to- be taken in reference 
to a falſe Poſition of the Phariſees, which was: 
this, that their Friends and Countrymen only 
were their Neighbours,, whom by the Law they 
were bound to love. That this was their opi- 
nion, is evident by their gloſs on the Law; Thou 
ſhalt Inue thy Netghbour, and hate thine B nemy,- 
Matt. v. 43. and by the Parable which Chriſt 
produceth to: demonſtrate to the Lawyer, who- 
was his Neighbour, In oppoſition to that falſe: 
Doctrine, Chriſt commands to give, not to Friends. 
only, but t every Man, Luke x. 29, 30, Cc. 
The Scope of that Precept is, to take away re- 
ſpe& of Perſons in Alms-giving : That we ſhould: 
not reſtrain this Duty of Charity to Countrymen,, 
Kindred,” and Friends; but extend it alſo to 
Strangers, Enemies, and to every one that being | 
in want apply to us.. 

2, A ſecond Allegation is, That many Beggars 7 
may periſb, if they. be not relieued. 

Ayl. In» caſe of neceſſity they may and muſt 
be relieved, either at Doors, in Streets, or other 
like places, where their Neceſſity is manifeſted. 
Neceflity (as we ſpeak). hath no Law. It me : 
panes: 


ne 


wy 


bought to be relieved. 
penſes with ordinary Rules. Inſtance that which 
Chriſt produces concerning David; He entered 
into the Houſe of God, and did eat the ſherw bread, 
which was not lawful, Matth. xii, 4. 

I have done with the Quęſtion allotted to me: 
Give me leave to add a few words, for the niore 
profitable preſũng this molt neceſſary, but much. 
neglected Duty of Charity : I ſhall diſpatch my 
deſi n, 

a . By ſhewing you how you may obtain this 
. 

2. Give you ſome Motives to quicken you to 
a conſcionable performance of the Works of it, 

The Means are theſe, 

I. Meditation: ſeriouſly meditate, 

1. On the Neceſſity of it, which ariſeth from 
the Lord's expreſs Charge and Command, unto 
which we are bound to yield Obedience, Tt is 
often commanded both in the Old. and New 
Teſtament. That I may not be tedious, I ſhall 


give you but two or three Proofs, Deut. xv. 1T. 


a place I often mentioned for the "Excellency and 
exceeding Pertinency of it to this purpoſe. : faith 
the Lord to his People there, The Poor ſhall never 
ceaſe out of the Land; therefore I command' thee, 
ſaying, thou ſhalt open thy hand ' wide. unto = 
Brother, to thy. 2 and to thy Needy in the Lan 


that is, thou ſhalt give unto him © freely: and 


bountifully, And faith our Saviour in the New 
Teſtament, Give to him that asheth- thee; and 


from him that would borrow of thee, turn not thou 


away, Matt. v. 42. And faith the Apoſtle, 'Ts 
do good, and to communicate forget not; for” 418 


fuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed, ' Heb. 'xiit, 1 6. 


In which words he preſſeth the Duty with # 
forcible Motive; for who would not do that 
which is well-pleaſing unto God? who is boun- 


tiful in rewarding the leaſt good we do upon 
his command. This. 


? p - 
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This Duty of Alms-giving being ſo expreſly 
commanded in Scripture, it is not in our power 
to omit or neglect the ſame; neither can any 
Creature give us a Diſpenſation againſt the Crea- 
tor's Command, A Prophet ſtileth Omiſſion of 
that which God enjoineth to be done (yea tho? 
that Omiſſion were but in part, and that upon 
. a fair Pretence) Rebellion, which is as the ſin 9 
Witchcraft ; and Stubbornneſs, which is an Int- 
guity and Idolatry, 1 Sam. xv. 23. Againſt him 
who failed in performing the Charge enjoined him 
(though he were a King) this Doom is denoun- 
ced, * thou haſt rejected the Word of the 
Lord, he hath alſo rejected thee from being King, 
ver. 26, In like manner may God reject ſuch as 
neglect this Duty of Charity, when he calls them 
to it, from being Kings, and reigning in Heaven, 
We have a manifeſt inſtance thereof, 1Zatth. xxv. 
11, 42, 43. | 
Now the giving of Alms being a Duty fo ex- 
preſly commanded in the Holy Scriptures, it can- 
not therefore be accounted a Matter merely ar- 
bitrary, left to a Man's own Will, to give or 
not to give, But it is a bounden Duty, which 
they that in any competent - meaſure can do, mult - 
not omit ; which Conſideration cannot but be a 
ſtrong Incitation unto us, to make Conſcience of 
this Duty of Alms-giving, as occaſion is offered, 
and not to over- ſlip Opportunities, that by the 
Divine Providence are offered unto us. Should 
we neglect that which our Lord hath command- 
ed? what by vertue of that command we are 
bound to? that whereof we are to give an account ? 
Let us upon the Lord's Commands do what in 
this kind we can; and when we have done what 
we can, ſay, We are unprofitable Servants, we have 
gone what was our Duty ta de, Luke xvii. 10. 


N 2. Meditate 


ally 
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ty hereof, even by the Light of Nature, that the 


whereby we may be Charitable. 
2. Meditate on the Equity of this Duty of 
Alms-giving. It is a moſt equal thing, that he 
who hath ſhould give to him that hath not. The 
Equity ariſeth both from the Divine Providence, 
and alſo from the Inſtability of a Man's State and 
Condition, | 

1. God for this end gives more to ſome than 
to others, that they who have more abundance 
ſhould give out of their abundance to them who 
are in want. This was typically ſignified by the 


gathering of Manna, which though it were 


rained down from Heaven, yet the Lord would 
not allow, that they who «had gathered much, 
even more than was needful for themſelves and 
their Houſhold, ſhould hoard up their Superfluity, 
but enjoined them to communicate of their abun- 
dance to ſuch as had not enough. This the A- 
poſtle applieth to the giving of Alms out of our 
Abundance to thoſe who want, which he ſtileth 
Equality, 2 Cor. viii. 14 | 5 

2. Man's State is ſo variable, as he who now 
hath, may quickly want; and in want, deſire to 


be ſuccoured by ſuch as have. It is thereupon 


moſt equal, that they who would be relieved in 
their Neceſſity, ſhould be willing to relieve others. 
This Equity doth Chriſt himſelf preſs, all things 
whatſoever you would that Men ſbould do to you 
do ye even ſo to them, Matth. vii. 12. And as a 
ground to enforce this the further, he addeth, for 
this is the Law and the Prophets; hereby imply- 
ing, that this Doctrine is contained in the Law 
and the Prophets : but that is not all, theſe words, 
this is the Law and the Prophets, intend that the 
Sum of the Law and the Prophets conſiſteth 
therein; and the main ſcope of them tendeth 


thereunto; namely, ſo far as they contain the 


uties of Man to Man. So evident is the Equi- 


rery 
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very Heathen, who wanted the Light of God's 
Word, diſcerned it. Well therefore might the 
Apoſtle enforce this Duty of Charity upon this ; 


ground thus, Remember them that are in Bonds, as 
bound with them, Heb. xiii. 3. that is, be helpful 
to others which cannot help theniſelves, as you 
would have others afford Relief unto you, if you 
wanted it. 


3. Meditate on the manifold ſingular Benefits 


which do follow and accompany a conſcionable per- 


formance of this Duty; for thereby we diſcharge 


our Duty to God, who requireth it at our hands; 


and as a conſequent thereof we ſhall glorify God; 


for it tends much to his praiſe and Glory, when 
in ſuch Works as himſelf hath commanded; his 
Children teſtify their Obedience and Thankfulneſs; ; 
and therefore ſaith our Saviour, Herein is my Father 


lor fied, if ye bring forth much Fruit, John xv. 8. 
And by our Charity, as we ſhall grace and 


adorn our holy Profeffion, ſo we ſhall ſtop the 


Mouths of wicked Men from ſpeaking any evil 
of us or of our Profeſſion ; for Men are apt to 


ſpeak of us, and of our Profeflion, according to 
the Fruits we bring torth, * the good Works 
which we do. 
And as we ſhall thereby comfort and make 
lad the Hearts of the poor and diſtreſſed; ſo we 
Thall refreſh our own Souls, in that our Works 


of Charity will evidence our Fruits to be ſound 


and ſaving, lively and effectual; for as Rachel ſaid 
to Jacob, Give me Children, or elſe I die; in like 
manner ſaith Faith to the Soul of a Chriſtian, 
Give me Children, let me bring forth good Works, 
elſe I die, and have no Life in me, according to 
that of the Apoſtle St. James, Faith without Works 


is dead, James ii. 26. Tis not a living but a. 


dead Faith, that doth not manifeſt its life 7 
working, True Faith worketh by Love, _ v. 
I. As 


F oft. i. «aw 


thou mayeſt freely and liber 


| Charity. 


whereby we may be Charitable. 47 


II. As Meditation, ſo Prayer is a ſpecial means 
on our part to be performed, for obtaining this 
Grace of Charity. I ſay earneſt: and fervent 
Prayer unto God for the ng for as he ische 

Fountain and Author of every 'good Gift, ſo he 
hath ſanctified Prayer as the means of n 
every good Gift from him. 

Be earneſt therefore with 
he would be pleaſed to give thee a compaſſionate 
Heart towards the Neceſlities of the poor Mem- 
bers of Jeſus - Chriſt, and an open Hand, that 
y contribute unto 
them, according to their Neceſſity and thy Abi- 
lity. Beg of God, that as he hath bleſſed thee 
with ſome competent Eſtate, ſo he would add this 
Mercy, to give thee an Heart to give out pro- 
portionably to what he hath given thee; and that 
0 teſtimony of thy Love and Thankfulneſs unto 

1 

But alas! how few in * their Prayers unto God 
are mindful of this Grace of Charity! How few 
ever begged of God, that he would be pleaſed to 
implant this noble Grace of CR in their 
Hearts! If upon examination thou findeſt thy 
ſelf to have been faulty therein, go take up a new 
reſolution to be earneſt with God in Prayer for 
this Grace eſpecially, and never to give over, till 
thou findeſt it in ſome meaſure wrought in thy 
Soul, till thou find thyſelf upon gll good occaſions 
ready to diſtribute, and willing to communicate 
to the Neceſlities of thy poor Brethren. 

III. Diligence in our Callings, is another means 
on our part to be performed, for the practiling of 
He that 'would be charitable to the Poor 
in their Neceſſities, muſt be diligent and induſtri- 
ous in his Calling, ſo that he may have wherewith 
to expreſs his Charity; for Mens diligence in their 
9 is uſually crowned with a Bleſſing, ac- 
cording 


God in Prayer, that 


_ 22 
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cording to that of the Wiſe-man, The hand of the Y 


diligent maketh rich, Prov. x. 4. And again, The 


Soul of the diligent ſhall be made fat, Ch. 13. 4. 


That is, ſhall be enriched with outward Bleflings 


And the Greeks || ſay, That plentifulneſs follows 


painfulneſs, and that all things are made ſervants 10 
care and induſiry ® And therefore the Apoſtle St. 


Paul preſcribeth diligence and induſtry in a lawful 


Calling as a means of Charity; + Let him that 
flale, ſteal no mire, but rather let him labour, work- 
ing with his own hands the thing which is good, that 


he may have it to give to him that needs, This is 


one end we ſhould pronounce to our ſelves, in the 
works of our Callings, namely, that through 
God's Bleſſing on our Pains and Endeavours, we 
may have, not only ſufficient for our own Liveli- 


hood, and of them that belong unto us, but alſo 


ſomewhat for the Relief of others; Solomon de- 


ſcribing the virtuous Woman, faith in the firſt 


place, That ſhe ſreks wol and flax, and works wil- 
lingly with her hands; and then, that ſbe ſtretches 
out her hands to the Poor, yea, ſbe reacheth forth 
her hands to the needy, Prov. xxxi. 1 3, 20. | 
IV. Be careful to prevent all Superfiutties in your 
Expences, As Diligence in your Callings, ſo Fru- 
gality in your ſpending, is a ſpecial means for the 
practice of Charity; Frugality, ſaith Fuſlin, * is 
the Mother of Virtue; I am ſure it is the Founda- 
tion and Supporter of Charity; for let a Man's 
Eftate be never ſo great, yet if there be not Fruga- 
lity uſed in the management thereof, there will be 
but little found for Works of Charity, And on the 


other ſide, though a Man's Eſtate be but mean and 
low n the World, 702 if there be Frugality uſed in 


the management of it, there will be ever ſomewhat 


ne S and Tis i rucen das dN 


Tara yiictal Þ Eph. iv 28. 


* Genetrix vir- 
tutum frugalitas, Juſt. J. go. | 


for 
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-— i we may be Charitable. 


for Charitable Uſes, As therefore thou deſireſt to 
2 Charitable, be careful to prevent all unneceſ- 
ſary Expences; I mean, let not thy Apparel be 
too coſtly, for how can it be expected, that they 
ſhould be charitable, ready to diſtribute to the 
Neceſſities of others, who lay out the greateſt 
part of their Eſtates upon their Backs? Neither 
let thy Feaſtings be too frequent nor too charge- 
able, which is noted for one of the Sins of the old 
World, who were given toeating, Matth. xxiv. 38. 
as the word in the Original properly ſignifieth. 
Neither let thy Recreation be too expenſive, in 
Ning, more for Money than for Refreſhment. 
Oh ! that ſuch of you who ſpend ſo much Time 
and Money on your Recreations, as if God had 
ſent you into the World, and given you the good 
things of the World for no other end than to 
follow your Pleaſure ; would conſider what a fear- 
ful Reckoning you are to make at the Day of 
Judgment, not only of your precious Time la- 
viſhly miſ- ſpent, but alſo of your Eſt: te wickedly 
loſt, or waſted! When in thy account there ſhall 
be found ſo much waſted in Gaming and Pleaſures, 
and ſo little given to the Poor. 

V. Set apart ſomething out of thy Incomes and Re- 
ceipts, as a ſacred Stock for charitable Uſes. For, 

1. Hereby thou wilt, be fitted and prepared with 
Matter for ſuch uſes, having always ſomewhat by 
thee, to give upon any good occaſion. 

2. By this means thou wilt more. readily and 
willingly, more freely and liberally contribute to 
the Neceſſities of others, having a ſtock by thee 
for that very end and purpoſe. + All men rate 
are heard-hearted and cloſe-handed, and there- 
upon are very hardly perſuaded to part with any 


| TpwyorTes. ＋ Al opes honoreſque expetendos, ad 
g eommulandas divitias, furioſa eſt noſira libido, infinita 


3 Calo, Tati. J. 31. c. 8 1 
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How a Sacred Stock may be 


thing conſiderable for charitable Uſes. But this 
conſacrating before-hand a part of thine Eſtate for 
the uſe of the Poor will cauſe thy Chartty to flow 


out more freely and bountifully. 
Nov a ſacred Stock for the Poor may be raiſed 


two Ways. : 


1. By ſetting apart ſomething every Lord 3 


out of thy comings in the Week before, according as 
God bath profpered thee ; which practice we find 
preſcribed unto us by the Direction of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and warranted unto us by Apoſtolical Au- 
thority, Now concerning the collection for the Saints, 
as 1 have given order to the Churches of Galatia, 


even fo do ye, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2, Upon the firſt 


day of the Week (which is the Lord's-day) let every 

one of you lay by him in flore, as God hath proſpered 

him, That is, according to the Ability where- 

with God hath bleſſed him, let him ſet apart 

ſomething for the Relief of the Poor, eſpecially the 
r Saints. 


T his Rute T would wed to ſuch who live 


ypon their daily Labour. But for thoſe Merchant 
ttizens, and Tradeſmen, who ſell much of their 
Wares upon truſt, and know not certainly at the 
Week's end what they have gained ; I would ad- 
viſe ſuch, when they have caſt up their Accompts 
at the Year send, to ſet apart ſomething of their 
comings in that Year „according as God hath proſpered 
them, for charitable uſes; as they expect God's 
Bleſſing upon their Trading the Year following. 


2. By conſecrating unto God a certain portion of 


thy yearly Incomes and Revenues for charitable Uſes. 


What this portion ſhould be I dare not determine, 


the Scripture being filent therein ; only in the 
general we are commanded 10 give out proportionably 
ts what God hath given unto us, that they who 


gre rich in this world's goods, be rich in gud 


ul. But this I can ſay, that the moſt * I 
ve 


| 


{ 


- raiſed for Charitable Uſes. or 
have heard and read of, who have taken this courſe 
to conſecrate unto God a certain portion of their 
Eſtate to charitable Ufes, have followed the 
Example of Jacob | who was bleſſed after his 
Vow ; in like manner God hath bleſſed divers 
others after their Vow. 

An + eminent Divine of this City, now with 
God, in his Funeral Sermon at the Burial of a 
Merchant, ſpeaking of his Charity, faith, that at 
his firſt effectual Call, among other things he then 
reſolved upon, this was ons, to ſet apart every year 
a tenth of his gain for the relief of the poor; and 
that God from that time forward abundantly ad- 
vanced his Eſtate, 

Another eminent Divine ++ in his Funeral Ser- 
mon at the Burial of the Lord Harrington, ſpeak- 
ing of his Charity, declared, that in his life-time 
he gave the tenth part of his yearly Revenue to 
the Poor. 

And from mine own experience I can tell you 
of one, who finding little coming in by his Trade, 
_— upon two thing, 

. To be more careful in Santtifying the Lord's 


Dey. 
2. To 2 apart the tenth of his Increaſe for chains: 
table Uſes, Whereupon he gained ſo much in a 
few years, that he gave over his Calling, and 

lived upon his Eſtate. 
Many like Inſtances I could give you of 558 
that are dead, and others yet living, who have 


devoted, ſome a tenth, and others a fiſth part of 


their whole Eſtate to pious and Charitable Uſes. 
Which I do not propound as a General Rule to all 
good Chriſtians; for ſome have no more than is 
neceſſary for the comfortable ſupport of themſelves 

| Gen ti. 22 + M.. Tho. Gataker, in his 


Funeral Sermon at the Burial of Mr. Jo, Parker, Mer- 
chant and Citizen of London. +f Mr, Stock. 
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and family, from whom leſs is required for the 
relief of others. But I queſtion whether ſuch, 
whom the Lerd hath bleſſed with a plentiful Eſtate, 
ſo that their neceſſary Expences are, or might be, 
far leſs than their Incomes, can be accounted rich 
in good Works, unleſs they give at leaſt a tenth part 
of their whole yearly Income to charitable uſes. I 
ſay, of their whole yearly Income, without firff 
deducting any part thereof for Diet, Cloaths, or 
other neceſſary Expences ; for the tenth of the 
| Remainder will be a very inconſiderable Propor- 
tion for a rich Man to devote to Charity, and far 
ſhort of that which the Scripture ſeems to call 
for. It is reported of the 7ews, that very many - 
amongſt the richer fort, who are devout in their 
Religion, do uſually give away a tenthꝭ part of their 
Eſtate to charitable Uſes. And is it not very un- 
becoming Chriſtians, who are rich in this World's 
Goods, - fall ſhort of the Jews herein? 
; Having thus done with the Means on our part 
to be performed for obtaining this Grace of Cha- 
rity; 

We now come to the Motives to quicken us 
to a conſcionable Performance of the Works of it. 
I ſhall touch only upon theſe four; 

1. The Excellencyof the Duty. 

2. The Piety which is contained in it. 

3. The Profit which ariſeth from it. 

. 4- The Damage which follows upen the neg-. 
lect of it. 

I. The firſt Motive or a nee to Charity 
may be taken from the Excellency theregf. I ſuppoſe 
that all will grant that the greateſt Excellency that 
a Creature can attain unto, is to be ike his Crea- 
tor. That Excellency wherein Man was at firſt 
created is thus ſet out, God created Man in his 
aum Image, that is, in his own Likeneſs, Gen. i. 26, 
27. And that * wherewith we 1 by 
clorifie 


* 


Chriſt ; for it is ſaid; Our Bodies ſhall be faſhioned 
like unto his glorious Boch, Phil. i. 21. Vea, in the 

whole Man, when he ſhall appear, then we Hall be 
hike him, 1 Joh. iii. 2. 
Now while we live on Earth, there is nothing 
wherein we can ſhew our ſelves more like unto 
God, than in ſhewing Mercy, and in relieving 
ſuch as ſtand in need. When God ſets himſelf to 
3 his Name, he moſt infiſteth upon his. 
cifulneſs and Gooaneſs, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 

Chi Halen doth preſs this Motive to enforce 
this Duty, thus, [Be ye merciful, as your Father is 
merciful, Luke vi. 36.] The Excellency'of Cha- 
rity doth herein further appear, that Chriſt hath 
ſet the Poor in his own room; inſomuch as they 


who relieve the Poor, do therein relieve Chriſt 


himſelf. So much doth Chriſt acknowledge, 
where he faith to ſuch as ſuccoured the Poor, In- 
aſmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe 
my Brethren, he have dome it unto me, Matth, xxv. 
40. Is it not an excellent thing to relieve Chriſt N 
They then that relieve the Poor do an excellent 
work. As it is a great aggravation of perſecuting 
the true Profeſſors of the Faith, becauſe therein 
they perſecute Chriſt himſelf, as is implied under 
this Divine Voice that affrighted Saul, whilſt he was- 
breathing out Threatnings' and Slaughter againſt: 
the Diſciples of the Lord, Saul, Sau, why perſe- 
cuteſt thou me? Acts ix. 1, 4. $0 it is a great com 
mendation of true Charity,” that Chriſt himſelf iS: 
relieved thereby. 

II. Another Motive is the Pity, which in and 
by performing. this Duty, of Alms-giving | is mani- 
feſted. Piety, I ſay, to God. For pure Religion 
and unde filed before Gd is this, to viſit the Father 


Wi, his in their Miction, Jam. i. 27. 


| 3 an 
Here he puts two Particulars for all kinds of Cha- 


C 3 rity: 
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glorified l in Heaven, is ſet out by our likeneſs to 
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rity : And by this Phraſe, Pare Religion before G 


is this, he intends four things, 
1. That it is but a mere ſhew of Religion that i is 
without Charity. | 
2. T hat true Religion will make Men Charitable. 
3. That rity will prove Men to be truly 
. | 
„That Works of Charity are as acceptable 
to God as Dutics of Religion. For God ac- 
counts Charity an Odour of a fiveet Smell, a Sacri- 
Fee acceptable and well pleaſing unto bom, Phil. 
iv. 18. The Poor and Needy are to God as the 
Altars of Burnt- offerings and Incenſe were under 
the Law. Thoſe things which were laid on them, 
and offered up, were given to the Lord, and as a 
Git accepted by him. Even fo are Alms given to 
the Poor; the Poor are the Altar, Alms the Sacrifice. 0 
Now who would not diſpoſe ſo of that which he | 
hath, as God may account it given to himſelf, and | 
anſwerably accept it? On this very ground doth 
the Apoſtte excite the Hebrews to this Pury, in this 
manner, To do good, and io communicate forget not, 
fer with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed, Heb. xiii. 
16. Thus we ſee how Works of Charity are not 
only uſeful and profitable to Man, but alſo accepta- 
ble and well- pleaſing to God; which conſideration 
addeth much life to the Duty here preſſed. | 
III. A third Motive is, the manifold profit where- 
with it is rewarded * Profit and Advantage is the 
Motive which, for the moſt part, ſpurs Men on 
to labour and take pains, to riſe early, and ſit up 
late; to venture goods, life and all they have; 
witneſs the Pains, Travels, Watchings and Ad- 
ventures of Labourers, Workmen, Tradeſmen, 
Farmers, Merchants, Mariners, c. Vet that 
profit which they aim at is but earthly and tempo- 


* Omnes expetimus utilitatem, ad eamg; rapimur,, nes 
4 aliter allo modo paſumus. Cic. Oc. 3. mr 
rary, 


1 
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ry, and their hope of attaining it uncertain. 
Surely Works of Charity give an aſſured hape of 
far greater and better profit than Earth can ate 


ford. 
In general it is promiſed, That if we caſt our 


- Broad upm the Waters, we ſhall find it after many 


Days; that is, if we give + Alms to the Poor, 
where all we do may ſeem to becaſt away, as if it 
were thrown into the Sea; yet in due time will it 
return to us with advantage. And left any ſhould 
be diſcouraged from doing Works of Charity, 
our Saviour aſſureth us, That whoſoever giveth but 
a cup of cold Water (which is one of the leaſt acts 
of Charity we can perform) hall i in no wiſe laſe his 


EKeward, Matth. x. 42. 


If in ſpecial it be demanded what profit i is there 
of Charity? I anſwer, (as the Apoſtle did of 
Circumciſion) much every way, Rom. iii. 12. 
2 I may ſay of Charity, as the Apoſtle doth of 

Piety, it is profitable unto all things, having promiſe 
of the life that now is, and of that which is ta 
come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

In this life is promiſed, 

1. Sufficiency, He that giveth to the Poor ſhall: nor 
lack, Prov. xxviii. 27. that is, he ſhall be ſecured. 
from Want and Penury ; God will not ſuffer him 
to be brought to Penury, who hath been Charitable 
to the Poor. | 

2. Not only ſuſficiency, but likewiſe abun- 
dance; for ſaith the Wife Man, Honour the Lord 
with thy ſubſtance, Prov. iii. 9, 10. by giving 
freely and cheerfully to charitable and pious Uſes 3. 


fo ſhall thy Barns be filled with plenty, and thy 


Preſſes ſhall pur out with New Mine, which is an 
hyperbolical Expreſſion, implying Plenty and 
Abundance. 


+ Fecundus ef ager pauperum citò reddit donantibys * 


Frudum. Aug. Serm. de Divite. 
| C4 23. C 
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3. Good ſucceſs in what he enterpriſeth. Accord- 
ing to that of Moſes, Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, 
bzcauſe that for this thing the Lerd thy God ſhall "+ 
thee in all thy M ort, and in all thou tight 
hand unto, Deut. xv. 10. 

4. Deliverance out f Trouble. For faith wha 
Pſalmiſt, Bleſſod is he that conſidereth the Poor, the 
Lord will deliver bim in the time of Trouble, Of al, 
x11, 1, 

9; Proteftion againſt Enemies, as it follows in' 
the next Verſe, Thou wilt not deliver him unto” the 
will of his Enemies. 

6. Succour in Sickneſs, as the Prop het goes on, 
Ver. 3. The Loſd will. ſurengthen im. upon the Bed' 
of languiſhing : That is, the Lord will comfort and 
ſupport him in his Sickneſs, and at length reſtore 
his ſtrength again. Thou "wilt make all his bed in 
his fickneſs ; that is, thou wilt give him eafe and 
reſt, as they do to ſick Men that make their Beds, 

7. To paſs by other particulars ; Bleſſedneſi, 
which compriſeth under it all manner of commo- 
dities, is promiſed to the Charitable Perſon, 
Prov. xxii. 9. And in Pſal. xli. 2. It is faid, 
He ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth; yea, and at the 
Reſurrectiom of the Fuft, Luk. xiv. 14. 

8. This Promiſe is extended to his Poſterity, for 
his ſeed -— be bleſſed, Pfal. xxxvii 26. 

Theſe and other like Promiſes of Temporal, 
Spiritual, and Eternal Bleſſings, being made b 
the Lord God of Truth, may with much an 
dence be reſted upon. 'F or God's Words are 
Deeds, his Promiſes Performances. 

In the life to come, merciful Men ſhall inherit 
the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation | 
F the Morld, Matth. xxv. 34. 

There are, among others, two Metaphors often 
uſed by the Holy Ghoſt, in ſetting out Alms- 
giving, which rus much * the commodity- . 
thence ariſing. One 


— 


rd. 


in, 


[ 
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One is taken from Lending; the other from. 
Sowng. N 
1. Alms-giving is ſet forth in Scripture by 
Lending; yea, to ſuch a Lending, whereby we 
have not only the principal reſtored, but with great- 
increaſe, And whereas ſuch as put out their 
Money unto Men, can expect but fix in the hun- 
dred ; if we, in obedience to the command of God, 
would freely part with our Money to the uſe. of 
the Poor, for their Relief, we hall receive an 
Hundred for Six, yea an Hundred for One, be- 
ſides Eternal Life. And we need not to doubt 
of the Payment; for though the Poor be never ſo- 
unable, yet we have an all- ſufficient Surety, even: 
God himſelf, who hath undertaken to pay what-- 
ſoever is thus put forth; according to that of the 
Wiſe Man, He that hath pity on: the poar lendeth- 
wnto the Lord, and that which: he hath. given will: 
he pay him again, Prov. xix. 17. Where you: 
have God's Counter-bond to fave you harmleſs, in: 
which he both acknowledgeth the Debt, and pro- 
miſeth Payment. And what better ſecurity can. 
any Man defire than a Bond under God's own; 
Hand? The conſideration. whereof ſhould me- 
thinks make us willing to embrace any opportunity: 
of putting out our Money to this great advantage: 

2. The other Metaphor of Soting is in Scrip- 
ture applied to Alms-giving, under this Phraſe,, 
He hath diſperſed, Pſal. cxii. 9. As the Husband- 
man diſperſeth his Seed which he ſoweth in the 
Earth; fo doth the Alms-giver his Alms, there- 
fore this is added by way of Expoſition, He hath» 
given to the Poor. The Apoſtle alſo applieth unto 
Alms-giving this proverbial Speech, He which; 
faweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; and he which; 
2 beuntifully, ſhall reap bountifully,. 2 Cor. 1x. 6. 

ow what is it that ordinarily bringeth. forth a. 

Þ+ Mark x. 30, 

yg greater: 
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greater increaſe than ſowing Seed in fertile Ground? 

t is ſaid of Iſaac, that he ſorbed in the Land, and re- 
ceived in the ſame year an hundred. fad, Gen, xxvi. 


12: And Chriſt ſaith, that good ground beareth 


fruit, ſome an hundred. fold, ſome ſixty-fold, ſome | 


thirty-fold, Matth. xiii 8. Now Alms-giving is 
one of thoſe things that ſhall receive an hundred- 
fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting Life. | 

If therefore profit and advantage may be a 
Motive to ſtir us up unto any thing, ſurely it ſhould 
be a Motive to incite us unto Liberality in Alms- 
giving, to be bountiful in contributing to the Re- 
lief of the Poor. 
For it is a moſt certain truth, that giving to the 
Poor is the ſureſt and ſafeſt way of getting. For 
though Husbandmen may ſometimes loſe the bene- 
fit of their Seed ſown, through Mill-dews or un- 
ſeaſonable Weather; and ſuch as put their Money 
to uſe, may come ſhort of their Principal; yet 
he who with an honeſt and ſincere Heart giveth to 
the Poor, ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Reward. For 
as the Wiſe Man ſpeaketh, There is that ſcattereth, 
and yet increaſeth, Prov. xi. 24. Intimating unto 
us, that this ſcattering is the beſt way of increaſing : 
And indeed ſo it is; for hath not our Saviour pro- 
miſed, That if we give it ſhall be given unto us, 
good meaſure preſſed doun, and ſhaken tegether, 
Luke vi. 35. Here God giveth us as it were a Bill 
of his Hand, and enters into Bond, and becomes 
Surety with the Poor, that what we give ſhall be 


repayed with advantage. This is a Paradox to 


worldly Men, that giving ſhould be the ſafe/t way 
4 getting and increaſing; yet nothing more clearly 
id down. in the Scripture, and found to be true 


by the experience of God's People. 


IV. The fourth Motive and Inducement is the 


damage which may enſue upon the neglect a Alms=- . 
ile diſpo- 
ſition 


giving. Though it argue a kind of ſexy 


= 08 Duickning Molives unto Charity. . 38 
ad? Þ ſition to be moved with fear of loſs to a Duty; 
yet of this diſpoſition are many; and in that 
evi. veſpect this may be added as an inducement to the 


Duty. | 
| The Damage that may ariſe from the neglect 
- is of Charity, when it ought to be ſhewed, is in 
ed. the kind thereof as large, as the fore- mentioned 
Benefits of performing the Duty in the kind of it. 
For the neglect of the Duty. doth not only cauſe* 
a forfeiture of all the fore-mentioned Benefits 
ariſing from the performance thereof, but. alſo 
bringeth upon the NegleQter's head, many evils. 
Where the Wiſe Man faith, The merciful Man 
doth goed to his own ſoul 3; he addeth, but he that is 
cruel troubleth his own fleſh. Soul and Fleſh are the 
two eſſential parts of a Man; both the one and the 
other are Synechdochically put for the whole Man, 
even for the Perſon, By a cruel Man is meant ant 
unmerciful, or a hard-hearted Man ; for he. is 
oppoſed to a merciful Man, The meaning then 
of the Proverb is this; as a merciful Man doth” 
good, not only to his poor Brother, to whom he 
ſheweth Mercy, but alſo to himſelf : So an hard- 


75 hearted Man doth not only grieve his diſtreſſed 
4 Neighbour in affording him no Succour, but alſo 
„ brings much damage to himſelf, For he that with-- 


holdeth more than is meet, cometh to Poverty, Prov, - 
xi. 24. With-holding is there oppofed to ſcatter- 
ing, which word hath reference to caſting or 
ſowing Seed in the Earth to bring forth a Crop; 
and thereby is meant Alms-giving. On the con- 
trary, With-halding more than is meet implies a? 
denial of Alms, when there is juſt cauſe to give. 
Juſtice and Equity require this Duty (as we have 
before ſhewed) ſo as that Phraſe doth much aggra- 
vate this kind of Unmercifulneſs; and as a juſt' 
Puniſhment thereof, that which covetous Men by* 
refuſing to give, ſeek- to prevent, ſhall fall upon 

them, even Poverty, And. 
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And if in any Diſtreſs they ſhall be forced to — | 
help of others, even they ſhall be negleCted as 


3 neglected others. The Wiſe Man teſtifieth 
as much in theſe Words, I heſo ſtoppeth his Ears at 


the cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall cry Himel and not 
be heard, Prov. xxi. 13. Not only other Men, 


but alſo God himſelf will refuſe to hear his cry. 
Dives, who refuſed to relieve Lazarus, * could 


not obtain a Drop of Water to cool his Tongue, 


when he was tormented in Hell Flames. It is 
expreſly ſaid, that he ſhall have judgment without 
mercy, who hath ſhewed no mercy, James ii. 13, 
For God deals with Men according to their deal- 
ing with others. 

Finally, as Bleſſings are promiſed to merciful 
Men, ſo Curſes are denounced againſt unmerciful 
+ Men. As under Bleſſings, all manner of good 
things are compriſed, ſo under Curſes all manner 
of Evils. Unmereiful Men ſhall have the Curſes 
of Men, the People ſball curſe them, Prov. xi. 26. 
And at the great Day of Judgment they ſhall be 


pronounced curſed by the great Judge: For then 


Hall he ſay unto them on the lefi hand, Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſiing Fire, prepared for the 
Devil an bis Angels: For was an hungred and ye 
gave me no Meat ; I was thir/ly, and ye gave me ns 
Drink, &c. Matth. xxv. 41, 42, c. 

Having thus done with the Metives, I ſhall cloſe 
this Diſcourſe with anſwering ſome Objections, 
which keep back many from a conſcionable diſ- 
wharge of this Duty. 

Otz. 1. Some object their great Charge, having 
a Wik and many Children to provide for ; and are 
ready to fay with the Apoltle, "I'hat Parents ought 
to lay up for their Children, 2 Cor. xii. 14. And if 


Luke xvi, 24. {| Matth. xvii, 35. f Prov. 
Mviii. 27. | 


any provide not far his own, eſpecially for thoſe of bis 


wn 


— 
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own houſe, he hath denied the Faith, and 15 worſe 


k 

18 than an Infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. how then can we, 
h liberal to the Poor ? 
2 
*＋ 


Auſib. 1. I deny not but Parents ought to pro- 

vide for their Children, ſo far as they may with a 
„good Conſcience, But know that the fame 
| Apoſtle who commands you to Jay uþ for your 
4 Children, doth likewiſe command you to lay out a. 
5 conſiderable part of 825 Eſtate for the Succour and 
8 
F 


Relief of others. Gal. vi. 10. As we have oppor- 
tunity let us do good unto all, eſpecially unto them who 
are of the houſhold of Faith; Heb. xiii. 16. But ta 
do good and to 1. cate forget not, for with ſuch 
ſacrifices the Lord is well pleaſed, If 2 you 
would approve your ſelves ſincere Chriſtians, you 
muſt bear an equal and impartial reſpect to all 
the commands of the Lord, making conſcience 
of one Duty as well as of another. 

2. The greater thy Love, and ſtronger thine 
Affections are to thy Children, the more liberal 
and bountiful ſnhouldſt thou be to the poor Saints 
and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, that thereby thou 
mayeſt entail God's Bleſſing upon the Perſons and 
Eſtate of thy Children. I am ſure thou wilt grant 
that without God's Bleſſing, all thou ſhalt bequeath | 
unto thy Children will little avail them; and what 
better aul can'ſt thou take to procure God's 
Bleſſing upon that part of thy Eſtate which thou 
ſhalt leave them, than freely to communicate ſome 
part thereof to pious and charitable Uſes ?, For 
as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it, The Seed of the merci- 
ful ſhall be bleſſed, Pſal. xxxvii. 26. Whereby is 
implied, that thy, Mercy and Liberality to the 
Poor will entail God's Bleſſing upon thy Chil- 
dren, | 

Very ſolicitous many are to entail: their Lands 
and Houſes on their Poſterity, that they may con- 
zinue in the lame Family: But I know no ſurer 
Ways 
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way, than in their life-time, to communicate a 
conſiderable part of their Eſtate to the Poor. 


* And thus by taking ſomewhat from your Chil- 
drens Portion for the Relief of the Poor, you may 
_ exceedingly advance their Eſtate. Hath God 


bleſſed thee with Children? In Chriſtian diſcretion | 
then thou ſhouldſt be charitable, that thereby thou 
mayeſt procureſGod's Bleſſing, both on thy ſelf and. | 


Poſterity. For thy ſparing and with-holding from 
the Poor, to make thy Children rich, may prove the. 
ſubverſion and ruin of thine Houſe and Children, 

3. Though thou oughteſt to lay up competent 
Portions for thy Children, yet that ought not to 
be a pretence againſt laying out a Portion of thine. 


Eftate here on the Poor, For the Poor have a 


right unto a part of thine Eſtate, as well as thy 


Children, though not unto ſo great a part. In which. 


reſpect the Spirit of God calleth that part of rich 
Mens Stock which he can well ſpare, the poor Man's 
due, unto whom of right it doth belong; tor ſaith he, 
Prov. iii. 27. With-hold not good from them to whom 
it is due, when it is in the prwer of thy hand to do 
it. Whereupon ſaid an ancient Father, ** 7t js the 
Bread of the hungry which moulders in the Cup- 
beard ; It's the garment of the naked which hangs 
uſeleſs in thy Chamber It's the Gold of. the Poor 
which lies ruſtling in thy Cheſt. So that thy Reliev- 
ing the Poor is. not only an act of mercy, left to 

thy choice to do or not to do, but alſo,of Juftice ;. 


to the performance whereof thou ſtandeſt bound: 


And therefore what St. Paul ſaith of himſelf con- 
cerning the preaching of the Goſpel ; Neceſſity is 


laid upon me, yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the 


Goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 16. The like ſhould all Rich 


* Forfitan heredi præſtabis quicquid miſericordie. 
cauſa de ejus portione detraxeris. Aug. de tempore 
Serm. 76. ** Et panis familici quem tu tenes, 
nudi tunica quam th in conclavi conſeroas, Gr, Bail. 
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Members of Jeſus Chriſt, nothing for the filling” 


Men eſpecially ſay of themſelves, Neceſſity is laid 
upon us, to give out a part of our Eſtate for the 
Relief of the poor Saints and Servants of Teſus 
Chriſt ; and woe be unto us, if we do it not, © 
4. It is a great miſtake in Parents, that becauſe 
it is their Duty to make ſome proviſion for their 
Children, therefore they are bound to lay up all 
that poſſibly they can ſcrape together for their uſe, 
without giving any conſiderable part towards the 
Relief of the Poor ; for thereby they manifeſtly 
declare, that they prefer their Children's temporal 
gdod, before their own Spiritual and Eternal good, 
and hazard the Salvation of their own Souls for 
the advancement of their Childrens Eſtate. Oh! 
how little comfort will it be to you in Hell Tor- 
ments, to think that you have loſt Heavenly Jo 
for the gaining of ſome Earthly Enjoyments fir 
your Children? If therefore you have little or no 
Charity for others, yet have ſome for your own 
Souls, by a liberal contribution to the poor Saints 
and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, and that according to 
your own Ability and their Neceflity, | 
Object. 2. Some object their poor/and mean 
Eſtate, pretending that they have not wherewithal, 
to ſupply the Wants and relieve the Neceſſities of 
others. B 975 
Arſw. 1. Though thou pleadeſt Poverty to ex- 
cuſe thy not giving towards the ſupply of the 
Needy and Neceſſitous, yet it is to be feared, that 
thy Plea is not real but feigned; a mere pretence, 
becauſe thou canſt find Money enough to buy rich 
and coſtly Apparel for thy ſelf, Wife and Children; 
Money enough to pamper thy Belly, and to feaft 


thy rich Neighbours, Friends and Acquaintance ; 


Money enough for the gratifying thy ſinful Luſts 
and Pleaſures; when thou canſt find little or no- 
thing for cloathing the naked Backs of the poor 


ot 
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of their empty Bellies, nothing for their | 


comfort and ſupport Oh! how fad will thy 
| Reckoning be at the great Day of Judgment, 
when thou ſhalt hear, A much ſpent in Cloaths, 
ſo much in coſtly Diet, ſo much in ſatisfying thy 


Carnal Luſts and Pleaſures, and ſo little in reliev- 


ing the poor Saints and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt ? _ 
2. Though thy plea be real, that thou art in. 
truth! in a low and mean Eſtate, yet oughteſt thou 


to give ſomething when thou meeteſt with thoſe 


that are poorer than thy ſelf, eſpecially if they be 
in great Neceſſity, Eph. iv. 28. The Apoſtle ex- 


horteth poor Men, even ſuch as Work for their 


living, ſo to labour, that they may have not only 
to maintain themſelves and Family, but alſo to 
relieve the Neceſſities of others: Let him labour, 
faith the Apoſtle, working with his hands the thing 
which is god, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth. The deep Poverty of the Macedonians, 
we read, kept them not from contributing to the 
poor Saints at + Jeruſalem, why were poorer 
than themſelves. 
| + Who could plead greater 3 than 55 poor 
Widow i in the Golpel? who having but two Mites, 
caſt them both into the Treaſury ; of whom our 
Saviour giveth this Teſtimony, That ſhe caſt more 
into the Treaſury than the Rich, for all they did caſt 
in of their abundance, but fb of her want did 
caſt in all that ſhe had, even all her living, Mark 
xli. 43. An Half-penny or F arthing of that little 
which a poor Man giveth, is more in Chriſt's 


reckoning, than a whole Maſs of Money out of 


a Rich Man's Treaſure. Say not therefore I am. 
poor, and have but little, thinking thereby to 
excuſe thy not giving, for thou canſt not be- 
poorer than that poor Widow ; but of alittle give. 


a little, and it will be accepted, Fir if there be 


+ 2 Cor. viii. 1, 2. 


nt 
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firſt a willing mind, it is accepted according to that @ 
Man hath, and not according to what he hath not, 
2 Cor. viii. 12, God looks not ſo much to. the 
greatneſs of the Gift, as to the quantity of the 


Store out of which it is given, and the largeneſs of A 


the Affection wherewith it is given 
Obj. 3. Some are ready to object and ſay, 
they live in dangerous times, and know not what 
troubles may beſal them, and therefore it will bg 
wiſdom to keep what they have. ö 
Auſto. The more dangerous the ene [ares 
the more reaſon. thou haſt to give out ok b Store 
towards the Relief of others; for, ni! 5 
1. Thou knoweſt not how long thou ma veſt 
enjoy thy Life or Eſtate ;* //hatſnever . thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, Eccleſ. ix. 
10. that is, whatſoever Ability or Opportunity 
thou haſt of doing good, do it, as with all -dilis 
gence, ſo ſpeedily, : And faith the Wiſe: Man; 
Give a portion to ſeven, and alſo ta eight,; Eceleſ. 
xi. 2. as if he had ſaid, Let thy Liberality be large 
and bountiful, not limiting it to few, but diſtri- 
buting it to many: Mark his Reaſon in the next 
Words, For thou knoweſt not iubat evil ſhall be upon © 
the Earth, i. e. what troubleſome times may be. 
I have read of an Husbandman; who: hearing of the 
approach of an Army, and fearing thereby the 
loſs of all his Corn, cauſed as much as poſſibly he 
could to be carried into the City, and. committed 
the Cuſtody thereof to a Friend of his. In like 
manner, let the apprehenſion of dangerous times 
prevail with thee to deliver ſome conſiderable part of 
thy Eſtate to the poor Members of Chriſt, where- 
by it will be beſt preſerved from loſs and ſpoils. 
2. Thy liberality to the Poor will bea nota- 
ble means to free thine Heart from thoſe anxious 
and diſtruſtful fears of Evil Times, which do uſually 
vn the Hearts of unmetciful- Men, as. the 
Pſalmiſt 
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Plalmiſt feemeth to imply, Pſalm exii. 7, 9. H. 


hall not be afraid of evil Tidings, his heart is fixed, 
truſting in the Lord. The reaſon whereof he 
rendreth Ver. 9. He hath: diſperſed, he hath given 
to the Poor, therefore he ſhall not be afraid of Evil 


Tidings. And indeed ſuch have leaſt ground of 


fear, For, - - | 
1. God hathpromiſed to deliver ſuch from the 
evil to come, as P/alm. xli. 1. Bleſſed is he that 
conſidereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver him in 
time of trouble. | 

2. God hath promiſed, that though they 
ſhould fall into troubleſome times, yet they ſhall 
find abundance of peace and comfort in their own 
Souls; for faith the Lord, , thu draw out thy 
Soul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the afflifted Soul, Iſa. 
Iviii. 10. i. e. If thou ſhalt afford unto him that 
which may ſupply his Neceſſity, and ſatisfy his 
hunger, then ſhall thy light riſe in obſcurity, and thy 
darkneſs be as. the Noon-day. Where light ſigni- 
feth peace and comfort, as darkneſs ſignifieth 
affliction. So that the Prophet's meaning is, that 
merciful Men ſhall have peace and comfort in the 
moſt troubleſome anduncomfortable times; which 
i it were ſeriouſly confidered, would be a great 
encouragement to abound in Works of Mercy. 
Obj. 4. Some object and ſay, If I be ſo full in 
giving, I may want my ſelf before I die. 

Anfw. 1. Doth the Huſbandman forbear to 
fow his Seed for fear of want? Nay, rather doth 
he not with a plentiful hand ſow his Seed, that he 
may prevent want ? being confident that by ſow- 
ing his Seed, he ſhall in due time reap it again with 


ſuch increaſe, that he ſhall thereby be enabled to 


maintain himſelf and Family? This Objection is 
a groundleſs fear, ariſing from a diſtruſtful Heart, 
contrary to that of the Wiſe Man, Prov. xxviii. 
27. He that giveth ta the Poor hall not lack, vix. 


- any 
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any thing which God ſeeth to be good and need- 
ful for him. Nay, by not giving, thou art like- 
lieſt to come to want; for ſaith the Spirit of God, 
There is that with-holdeth more than is mect, but it 
tendeth to poverty, Prov. xi. 24. So that keeping 
back and hoarding up, is the readieft way to Want 
and Penury; whereas giving to the Poor, accord- 
to what God hath given us, is the beſt means to 
prevent Penury. | 


2. Thou needeſt not fear Want by giving, = 


thereby thou wilt both ſecure thy Stock, and in- 


creaſe thy Store, ITN K a 
1. What thou giveſt to the Poor, with an. honeſt 


and ſincere Heart, will ſecure the reſt of thy Eſtate. 


For as in a State Politick the Lieger-Ambaſſadors 
that are ſent abroad to lie in foreign Kingdoms, 
ſecure a peaceable State at home: “ in like manner, 
that which thou diſperſeſt and ſendeſt abroad to 
the Poor, doth ſecure thee reſt at home. Ss that 
in truth aur earthly goods are loft by keeping, and kept 
by giving away. Enn AER 
2, That which thou giveſt away to the Poor 
will increaſe thy Store, F 
our, and it ſhall be given unto you, good meaſure, 
preſſed dnwn, and ſhaken together, and running over, 
Luke vi. 38. By which variety of Expreſſions, 
our Saviour declareth, that charitable Men ſhall 
not only receive hack again from God what they 
give to the poor, but abundantly more z which 
the Wiſe Man implieth, where he ſaith, There is 
that ſcattereth and yet increaſeth, Prov. xi, 24. in- 
timating, that tlie more we ſcatter the Seeds of our 
Beneficence, the greater our increaſe will be. 
And as it followeth in the next Verſe, The liberal 
Soul ſhall be made fat, i. e. he that is bountiful 


towards others, ſhall be enriched himſelf. Aud 


* Terrena ſervande amittimis, largiends ſervamus. 
Theodor. es W 
be 


or give, 1aith our Savi-„ 


638) O hectiont againſt * 
he that watereth, viz. others with his Store, all 
be watered alſo himſelf, i. e. ſhall be abundantly 
watered with the Bleſſing of God, that he may 
have wherewith to do more' good. Whereupon 
faith the Apoſtle St. Paul, He that ſoweth ſparingly, 
Pall reap ſparingly ; but he that ſaweth bountifully, 
all reap” bountifully, 2 Cor. ix. 6. Thereby Wl * 
hinting unto us, the great gain and increaſe that I ! 
we ſhall receive by a free and liberal Contribution 
to the poor Saints and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, II + 
whieh Job acknowledged when he ſaid (Chap. xxix. | 
13.) The bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh I © 
came upon me, i. é. I had their Prayers, and the 
Lord bleſſed: me extraordinarily for Relieving them. 
I Some queſtion the lawfulneſs of putting out 
Money to uſe. But this is out of queſtion, that 
to put out a conſiderable part of thine Eſtate to 
charitable uſes, is as lawful, ſo the moſt gainful 
Jſury in the World; for thereby thou ſhalt re- 
ceive, "inſtead of fix in the hundred, an hundred 
for fix. If therefore thou wilt be wiſely covetous 
fall upon the Practice of this Chriſtian Uſury, 
knowing that the more thou ſhalt adventure 
therein, the greater will be thy gain, and the more 
bountifully thou ſhalt receive. 
055. 5. Some object that what they give to the 
r e ne 
Azßſio. 1. This is directly contrary to what the 
Spirit of God faith, Prov. xix. 17. Ie that hath 
pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and that. 
which he hath given, will he pay him again. If that 
which thou giveſt to the Poor be paid thee again, 
how can it be faid to be loſt ? Indeed the Poor 
unto whom thou giveſt, are unable to repay thee,, | 


yet having' ſuch an all-ſufficient Surety. as God, 
+ Eltemoſyna non eft divitiarum diſpendium, ſed diteſ* 
cendi potius compendium; queſtuſq; omnium uberrimus. + 
| bimſel, 
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need ſt not doubt thereof. Wc Lok 
2. It is a great Miſtake in Men, to think that 
what they give away to charitable Uſes is utterly 
loſt : For in truth a covetous ſcraping, and ſagdid 
hoarding up our Wealth, is the only way of loſing 
it. But as I have formerly ſhewed, a chearful di- 
ſtributing part thereof to the Poor, is the ſureſt 
way of ſecuring our Stock, and increaſing our 
Store. I never yet met with a Man, who could 
ſay that he was a loſer in his Eſtate by what he 
gave away to Charitable Uſes. And this I can 
affirm, that very many have, and are ſtill ready 
to acknowledge, that as the Widow's Oil increaſed 
by pouring out; So their Store hath multiplied 
and increaſed by giving away to good uſes. 
z. What thou giveſt to the Poor is not Joſt, but 
ſent to Heaven before thee. It is reported of Cyrus, 
that he ſhould ſay, that by doing guad he hoarded up 
riches for himſelf. But ſure I am, that by commu- 
nicating part of thy Goods to the poor Saints and 
Servants of God, thou layeſt up Treaſurt for thy 
felf- in Heaven, Matth. vi, 0. 
This is the very Argument wherewith the 
Apoſtle in the words of the Text, enforceth this 
Duty of. Liberality to the Poor; for, faith he, 
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, ready ta 
diſtribute, willing to communicate: Mark his Rea- 
ſon in the next words, laying up in ſtore for thems 
ſelves a» goed foundation againſt. the time to come; 
where the Apoſtle intimateth, that by laying out 
n the Poor, we do in truth lay up in {tore for our 
ves. Look therefore how much thou layeſt out 
here on good uſes, by a Bill of Exchange, as it 
were, thou ſhalt receive as much, yea, much 
more in the Kingdom of Heaven: To which 
. | _ agreeth 
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commanded his Sons, that when they buried him, 
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agreeth | that of St. Auſdin, * l bai ſocver be give 


that in Heaven which we give here en Earth. 

I have met with a notable ſtory to this purpoſe, 
which I ſhall the rather relate, becauſe I have 
known ſome ſo affected upon the hearing thereof, 
as that they have taken up preſent Reſolutions, to 
communicate more liberally to the Neceflities of jr 
the Poor, than ever they did in their Lives before. 


The Story is this | wn 
Hneſius, a good Biſhop of Cyrene, laboured l 
much, and a long time, with one Evagrius an : 


Heathen Philoſopher, to convert him to the Chri- 1 
ſtian Faith, but all in vain ; the Philoſopher ſtill 5 
objecting, that the Chriſtian Religion taught many : 
ſtrange and ' improbable things; among others, 
That he that hath pity on the Poor lendeth to the 

Lord ; and he that giveth to the Poor and Needy il © 


ſhall have Treaſure in Heaven, and ſhall receive 
an hundred fold from Chriſt, together with Eternal 


Life + Things, ſaid he, rather to be derided than 
believed, The good Biſhop notwithſtanding cea- 
ſed not to reaſon with him, aſſuring him by many. 
Arguments, that theſe things were true, and at 
laſt prevailed, ſo that the Philoſopher and all his 
Children were baptized, A while after, he co- 
meth to Synefrus, and bringeth with him three hun- 
dred Pounds of Gold for the Poor, bids him take 
it, but would have a Bill under his Hand, that 
Chriſt” ſhould repay it him in another World. 
Syneſius took the Money for the Poor, and gave 
him ſuch a Bill under his Hand as he deſired. 
Afterwards, the Philoſopher'being near his Death, 


they ſhould put Syne/rus's Bill into his Hand in the 
Grave, which they did. The third day after he 


Aud pauperi damus ante nos præmittimus, Aug. 
Was 
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was buried, the Philoſopher ſeemed to appear. to 
Synefius in the Night, and ſaid to him, [Come to 
my Sepulchre where I lie, and take thy Bill, for 1 
have received the Debt, and am ſatisfied, which 
ar thy aſſurance I have Yubſcribed with mine own 
Hand.] The Biſhop, not well knowing the mean- 
ing, hereof, ſent to his Sons, who told him all ; 
whereupon, taking them and the cluef Men of 
the City with him, he went to the Grave, and 
found the Paper in the Hand of the Corpſe, thug 
ſubſcribed (Ege Evagrius Philoſophus, tibi Sanctiſſi- 
mo Domins Syneſio Epiſcops, ſalutem: Accepi debi- 
tum in his literis manu tua conſcriptum, ſatisfactum- 


que mihi eft ; & nullum contra te habso jus propter 


aurum quod dedi tibi, & per te Chriſta Deo & Sal- 
vatori noftro.] That is, I Evagrius the Philo- 
ſopher, to thee moſt Holy Sir, Biſhop Snęſius, 
greeting : I have received the Debt which in this 
Paper is written with thy Hand, and I am ſatiſ- 
fied, and have no Action againſt thee for the Gold. 
which I gave thee, and by thee to Chriſt our 
God and Saviour, | 
This Story I was willing to relate at large, not 
only becauſe it paſſeth in Antiquity for a great 
(tho' ſtrange) Truth, but alſo becauſe, as I ſaid, 
I have known it reported to ſome with ſuch 
good Effect and Succeſs, as I hope and heartily. 
with it may have upon thy Spirit. is 
4. Thy Works of Charity to the poor Saints 
and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, will hereafter be re- 
warded with everlaſting Glory and Happineſs in 
Heaven, So much our Saviour expreſſeth by de- 
claring, that the Kingdom of Heaven was from the 
Foundatim of the World prepared for the 5 nag 
Matth. xxv. 34, 35. who had ſhewed themſelves 
bountiful to the poor Members of Jeſus Chriſt, 
oy cloathing the naked, feeding the hungry, c. 
nd faith our Saviour, Matt. x. 41. He that 475 
; | ; cet vet 
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ceiveth a Prophet in the Name of a Prophet, a 
receive a Prophet's Reward ; and he that receiveth 
a rigbieous Man in the Nane of a righteous Man, 
ſhall receive a righteous Man's Reward, As by re- 
ceiving a righteous Man, in the Name of a righteous 
Man, is to ſhew kindneſs to him for his Righte- 
ouſneſs ſake ; ſo by recieving a Prophet in the Name 


of 1 Prophet, i is not only a receiving of his Meſſage 


and Miniſtry, but alſo a receiving of his Perſon, 
by ſhewing kindneſs unto him, either in enter: 
taining him, or contributing to his Neceſſities, 
and that as he is a Miniſter of the Goſpel. And 
by the Prophet's and righteous Man's Rerbard, 
which ſuch ſhall receive as relieve them, is meant 


that ſurpaſſing and excellent Weight of Glory in 


Heaven, which cannot be expreſſed by the 
Tongue of Men or Angels. Not that their 
Works of Charity do merit that glorious Re- 
ward, but in regard of the Promiſe of God made 
to all thoſe, who in Faith apply themſelves to the 
Practice of good Works. 

Obj. 6. Many there are who make a great pro- 
feſſion of Religion, but manifeſt little Power there- 
of in their Lives, being as backward to good 
Works, and as barren therein as any others. 

An. J muſt confeſs there is more truth in this 
ObjeQion than in any I have yet met with. For 
1 — but acknowledge, there are too many 
whoſe Lives of Profeſſion are very broad, but their 
Fruits of Charity and Liberality are very ſmall; 
who are a Shame to Religion, a Reproach to 
Chriſtianity, and a Scandal to their Profeſſion. 

But this may be taken for an anſwer, That 
whereas many who make a Profeſſion of Religion, 
are barren in good Works: queſtionleſs they are 
no ſincere Chriſtians, no true Converts, but 
mere outſide Profeſſors. For moſt certain it is, 
that the Elect of God put on Bowels of Mercy, 5 

fo 
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St. Pan] ſpeaketh. Therefore whoſoever. he be 
that having this World's Goods doth make a Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, and yet ſhutteth up his Bowe 
els of Compaſſion from his poor. Brother, and will 
not communicate towards his Neceflities, let his 
Profeſſion be ever ſo ſpecious and glorious in the 
Eyes of Men, yet certainly he is but a falſe 
Profeſſor and diſſembling Hypoctite in the fight 
of God; for ſaith the Apoſtle James, Pure 
Religion, and undefiled before God and the Father, 
is this, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their 
Aflictun, James i. 27. Implying, that Works of 
harity 2re clear Evidences of the Truth of our 
Religion, and of the Sincerity of our Profeſſion, 
If you look into the Scripture, you ſhall ſcarce 
read of a Man truly godly, but he was charita- 
ble; nay according to his Eminency in Godlineſs, 
he was eminent in Works of Charity. To in- 
ſtance in ſome few : Aris och 
| Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, as he 
was eminent in Godlineſs, ſo was he eminent in 
Hoſpitality, which is one of the nobleſt Works 
of Charity, For we read, how Abraham ſtod at 
his Tent-door, and no ſooner ſaw. ſtrangers paſſing 
by, but called them in, and gave them entertaitt- 
met," Ge. xvil 1, 23... Cn RS 
As there was none like Jab, in his days, for Pi 
and Godlineſs, of whom God himſelf giveth th 
Teſtimony, That there was none like him in the 


Earth, a perfect and an upright Man, one that 


feared Cad and eſchewed evil, Job i. 8. 80 nei 


ther was there any like Job for Liberality. Note 
what he faith of himſelf, The Bleſſmg of bim that 
was ready to periſh came upon me, chap. 29. 13. 
i. e. I had many good Prayers and Well-wiſhes 
from them, whom I had relieved in their low 


and perifhing Condition: Aud ] cauſed the Mi- 


douw”s Heart o ſing for Fey; i. e. by my Bounty 
fl LP — ane 


74 5 Objectious apainſt , _ 
and Liberality to her iti her Neceſfity, I gave her 
reat cauſe of hearty Joy, And afterwards Fa 
eth how he had not, according to the man- 
ner of covetous and churliſh Perſons, eaten his Meat 
alme, without giving part thereof to the hungry Or- 
2 Neither had he ſeen any periſh for want 3 
 Chathing, chap. Xxxi. 17, 19. Under | whict 
Expreſſions are implied, his readineſs to feed the 
hungry, and cloath the naked, with other like 
Acts of Charity. 3 | 
It is recorded to the perpetual Praiſe and Com- 
mendation of good Obadiah, that in the time of 
Famine and Perſecution, he not only hid the 
Prophets of God by fifty in a Cave, from the 
Cruelty of Fezab?!, 1 Kings xviii. 4. but that alſo 
in that extreme Dearth, he there ſuſtained them with 
Food, and ſupplied their Neceffities  _ 
We read of Cornelius, who as he was a godly 
| and devout Man, ſo he was very charitable ; 
=__ for the Spirit of God giveth this Teſtimony of 
= him, That he was a devout Man, and one that 
feared God with all his Hiuſe, who gave muth 
Alms to the Por, Acts x. 2. He was not only 
Charitable, but did abound in Works of Charity, 
giving much Alms to the Por. | 
We likewiſe read of Gaius, who is recorded to 
be a god wealthy Citizen of Corinth, that he 
did u ah in his Houſe entertain, not only the 
Apoſtle Faul, Rom. xvi. 23. but alſo all Chri- 
Rians reſorting to that City, 1 
St. Paul hitakelf, who was an holy, zea- 
lous Chriſtian, was likewiſe charitable ; fin his 
Epiſtle to Timmi, N up ſome of his 
races, as his Faith, Patience, long ſuffering, &c, 
mentions Charity. 


Ves, we read of Zacheus, that though before 
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* ® 2 Tim. iu. 10. * 


the half of my Gude 1 give t the Fur, Luke 


Alms-giving eh 7 
his Converſion he was a moſt coyetous Extortioner, 


yet after his Converſion he gave the half of his [8 


Goods to the Poor; for, ſaid he, Behold, Lord, 


xix. 8. 

But the moſt remarkable is the 8 of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, who 1 2 oy the 
Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, and having ebe 


the Chriſtian Faith, it is faid, that” as many 
them as were Po o/efers of Lands or He a 
them, and brought the Prices © of the things that 
were fold, and laid them down dt the Apoflles feet, 
and Difiribution was made unto every Man ac- - 
cording to his Need, Acts iv. 34, 35. Thus you 
ſee it hath ever deen the Property of a ſincere 
Chriſtian, and true believer, to be charitable. 
And certainly whoſoever by a true and lively 
Faith are ingrafted into Jeſus Chriſt, cannot but 
be fruitful Branches, bringin ging forth the Fruits of 
Mercy and Compaſſion, of Charity and Liberality 
towards their poor Brethren. 

I ſhall conclude therefore with a Paſſage of a 
Reverend Divine, * now with God. 

© If the World hath lock'd up thine 
© and congealed the Bowels of thy Compaſſion 
© towards the Poor, let the blaze of thine out- 
© ward Profeffion ſhine never ſo fair, manage 
© the heartleſs Repreſentations of external Holi- 
* neſs never ſo demurely, keep the Times and 
Tasks of daily Duties with neyer ſo great au- 
* ſterity z nay, though thou be able to amaze 


© weaker Chriſtians with ſome affected Strains and. 


8 ue Fervency in Prayer; for all this, if 
Heat # brotherly Love doth not 
6 — Heart, and upon — work af- 


5 Mr. Robert Bolton, in his Directions for a com- 


| fortable walking with God, p. 268. 


Da * feRionately 


76 bk Objefions apainſ, &c. 1 


* ſectionately and effectually; I dare ſay, thoy 
« art rotten at the Heart-root, there is no true 
Love of God in thee, no Grace, no Hope of 
. * Salvation. 

© © Let that terrible and flaming; 3 againſt all 
covetous af 1 Fob. iti. 11. IVhoſo hath 
© this World's „and ſeeth his Brother. hath 
© Need, and ſbutteth up his Bawels of Compaſſim 
Vm him, bow Guell the Love of God in 2 
Let it, I fay, diſſolve thy frozen-heartednef 
© this 2% and enlarge thy Be of Pity to- 
* wards the poor Brethren of Chriſt Jeſus, or 
| © elſe never look hereafter to look him in the 
F Day. with WOE or 0 ſing MO at tha 
; Y - . 
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7 Xodus xxii. ver. 25, „ CEC 

F my Poople that is Poor by thee, tba fbal 

not to be to him as an Uſurer, neliber foalt 

thou lay upen him. Uſury. 

Chap. xxiii. ver. 6. Thou ſhalt nat ure the Fudg- 
ment of thy Poor in his Cauſe. 

Chap: xxili. ver. 11. But the ſeventh year 8 N 
halt let it reſt, and ke iu; z that the Poor of thy 
People may eat; 

Leviticus xix. 10. Aid thou Hall not gleanthy 
Vineyard, neither fhalt thou gather every Grape of thy 
Vineyard ; thou fhalt leave them for the Poo and: 
the Stranger: I am the Lord your Gad. 

Chap. xxui. ver. 22. od whew ye reap the Her- 

weft of) your Land, thou fhalt not make clean riddance 
of the Corners of 2 Field when thou reapeſt, neither 


Halt thou gather any gleaning of thy Harveſt > \ Thaw 
Hall leave them unto the Poor, and to. the ee Y 


Ian the Lord your Gad. 
23 C der 


* 


— 


78 Scripture Teſtimonies ſor 
Chap. xxv. ver 25. F thy Brother be waxen 
e. and bath ſald away ſome of bis poſſeſſion, nd 
amy of his Kin come to rediem it, then ſhall be 
. that which his Brother fold, &c. © 

Ver. 3 8. And if thy Brother be waxen Poor, 
and fallen into decay with thee, then thou ſhalt re- 
lieve him; yea, though he be a Fu or a B ; 
that he may live with tbe. 

Ver. 39. And F thy Brother that duell by thee 
be waxenPoor, and be ſold unto thee ; thou ſhalt not 
compel him to ſerue as a bond Servant, &c. 

Deuteronomy xv. 7. F there be among you a 
poor Man of one of thy Brethren, within any of thy 
gates, in thy Laud which the Lord thy God grueth- 
thee ; than ſhalt r harden- thy heart, nor ſbut thine 
hand fram thy poor Brother: Ver. 8. * But thou ſhalt 
open thine hand wide unto him, and ſhalt ſurely lend. 
him Sufficient for his Need, in that which he wanteth. 
Ver. 10. Thor alt Turth give him, and thi ne heant 
ſhall nat be grie vad ꝛuben thou giveſt unto him Be 

cauſe that for this thing the Lord thy - God ſhall bleſs 
ee in all thy Works, and in all thou putteſt thing 
hand unto : Ver. 11. For the Poor ſhall never ceaſe 
out of the Land: Therefore I command thae, abi, 
= — __ hand witle unto thy Br to 
7 and thy Needy, in thy Land. 
Chap. xxiv. Ver +4 N not oppreke. au 
hired Servand. that is Poor and Needy, &c. Ver. 
15. At his day thou ſhalt give him his Hire, neither 
fall the Sun go daun upon it, for he is Poor, and 
fſetteth his 225 ben it. Leſt he cry againſt * 
und the Lard, and it be Sin unto thee. 
I Samuel ii. 7, 8. The Lord maketh-Poor, pore” 
-maketh Rich > He-bringeth law, and un ub. Ver. 
8. E raiſeth up the Poor aut of the Duſt, and 


It th up the Beggar from the Dunghil, to ſet them 
among Frances, and to make them. inherit the Throne 
of Ghry : For the Pillar of the Earth are the Lord s, 
and he Talk ſet the world upon them. ob. 


bing nth Berber e 75 
Job v. 15, . Bur he faveth the Poor /Fom : 
Sword, from, their Mouth, and fromthe har rd 
gb. Ver. 16. 8+ the Poor ath Hebe, &. 2 
Chap. xx. 12, 1 „16. Becauſe als "the 
Poor that cried, and "the F. atherleſs, and him that 
had none to Help Him, Vet. 8 3. The 22 F him 
that was ready to periſh came upon me : And 
cauſed the Widows heart. te iS for Toy. Ver. 16. 
[ was a Father to the Poor :.. Mw the. RY which. 
knew not, 1 earched out.” © cond 
Chap. xxxi. Ver. 16, 19, 20: 7 '7 Bavk wth 
held the "Poor vm their 257 efire, lor baue cauſed the 
Eyes of the ranw to fail, &c. Ver. 19. if 2 
ſeen any periſh for want of chathing; of any Poor 
without covering: Ver. 20,” If bis Lot have nat 
bleſſod me, and 18 * Were, nat warmed with the 


Fleece of my Sheep, & 
84. 270 rac es 28. 21/3 7 bf ha Pcb 
come unio him, (2s he , 60 Cry of * the N 


led. 
| Chap. xxxvi. Ver..15: HH? E diliwereth the Phot in. 
his Aguetion, 4 1225 a their Ears in Oppreſſan. 
Palm ix. 18. For the Needy ſhall not aways bz 
forgotten * The 2 eee of” the Poor ſhall 10 
Pe J 77 fo * ever. \. l 
Pfal. x. Ver. 1 15 7. Pot eee, Ho noe | 
unto thee, thou art the aber ef th Fatberl 8 ga 
__Pfal. xii. 5, Par: the Oppraſin of 15 . 7,6 
bing of the Needy, now will A ariſe «th the 
bn, ) 1 will et bim in g Safety. 1 him hath 2 th tA. 


iv W. Ver. 6. Du Bale Bo e Cniiptif ; 

2 becauſe t 2 7 
'Pfal: A5 85 . N his 1 cri 207 5557 
the Lord Bed ln and "Javed hi h WY 5 


Troubles. 
Pfal. xxxv. Ver. rs: 12 y Bönen foul ſe „Lord, . 


whais lite unto thee, which delivereſt the pr from 


him. 


2. Scri reer fo i 
8 trug for bim, yea, the Poor and the” 

Ne, fon md o leth Yom.” 

xxxvii. Ven 45 He is ever merciful out 

lndeth, and bis Seed is Bleſſed, * 

PAI. xli. Ver, 1, 2, Bled is he that con FG 
eth the Poor; the Le will deliver him in time of* 
treuble. Ver. 2. The Lord will preſerve him, and 
lech him alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed upon the 
Earth ; and thou wilt not deliver him into the will of 
bis Enemies. Ver. 3. The Lord will rengthen him 
upon the bed i. "Thou 1 make all his 
bed in bisSic 2 

Pal. Ixviii, Ver. 10. Thaw, O God, hat pres 
pared. + by goodneſs for the Poor. 

Pal. Ixiz;. Ver, 33. Fr the Lord heareth the 
Poor, and de Seth mo his Pri ers. 

Pfal. bxxii. Ver. 4. He /hall j udge the Poor of the 
Peadles be Add, ave the Childrm of the Needy, and 
Hall break in Pieces the Opreſſer. Ver 12. Fir he 
Hall deliver the Needy when he crieth : ThePoor alſo, 
and lim that hath no belper.. Ver. 13. He all 
1 and Needy, and /hall ſave the Souls of 

ee, 

Pfal. Nxxii. Ver. 3: D ind the Poor and Father- 

5: Do juſtice to 135 ated and Negdy. Ver. 4. 

the Poor and Narr. Rd mn n out of the: 

2 * the Wicked. 

- Pfal. cix. Ver. 31. For be ſhall land at the right 
band the wy to fave 125 from thoſe that con- 
demm bis Soul. 

Pſal. cxii. Ver. 9. He hath di erſed, he hath gi- 
wk to the Poor; his Nane endureth for ever, 


.PAl cxxxli ver. 15. 1 will abundanth Wee her 
provi) ». Twill ſatisfy, her Poor with Bread. 
al. cxl- Ver. 12. 1 know that the It will 
Fo the cauſe of the Micted, and the right of 
We Poor. ok 


| Sol be en, fa he _— of his Brea, 9 25 
. Poor. \ 3 . 21 b ad ic 
Ver. 16 * thier preſith- the Poor; to 1225 


cauſe the Poor: ee 
AG 


f Poor, THe wee hall be eſtabliſhe 


\ 


doing God d to the Hont᷑. 

Pal. cxlvi. Ver. y. hich auecuruti juug ment 
the oppreſſed, which vet ford ta the Ae * 

Proverbs xi. 24. There is that ſcattereth, and yet 
increaſeth ; ; there is that with-lnldtth: ore. ! is 
meet, but it tendeth to Poverty. th No NN 

Chap. xiv. Ver. 21. the latter part sf the 
Vary "But hb that hath mercy on the, Packs, Putty 
is be.. a hs 

Ver. 3'r. He thut oppreſſeth the Poor, eee 
bis Maker : But he that honoureth bim, hath . 
on the Poor. 


Chap. xvii. Ver. 5. 2 mocketh thePoorz, re: 


| broacheth his. Maker, & c. 


Chap. xix. Ver. 17. He that hath pit _—_ the 
Poor, lendeth unto:the Lord: Aud that, 1 which bo 


bath given wilt he pay him again. 


PE. xxi. Ver. 13. Wheſ Ppt his Ears atthe 
the Poor, he en cry runes If but hal not 
F be Aw Wt 

Chap. xxii. Ver. 9. He that hath a boanti Gil Bye 


1 Riches, and he that giveth to the Nd. Hall furry 
want, 

Ver. 22. 23. Rob nat the Poor, beck, hes * 
Poor: neither oppreſs the aſflicted in the Gate. F 
ee eee, dee A ke 
thoſe that ſpaled them. N WATET 

Chap. xxviii. Ver: 27. He "that giveth unto the 
Poor Ball. nat lack i But he that;hideth his Eyes, 
ſhall have many a Curſe. 

Chap. xxix. Ver. 7. De d, conſaterath the 
hed regardeth nat to 
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Ver. 14: The Bu tas fi ally. 
(der. 


bs Jude rig 
Teouſiys. 


3 XXXI. Ver. 9. Oe 
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82 Scripture Teftimonics for 


and plead the cauſe of the Poor and Needy, 
. x 4 Bar with R Wn 


gps xiv. Ver. 30. Aud e firſt barn of the Poor 
Nail foee, nd the Needy he as dean u 


in xxv. Ver. 4. For than baft been aftrength ts 
the — a ſtrength to the Needy in his diſtreſs, . &c. 
hap, xli. Vel. 17. hen the Poor and Needy 

ork e, and there is none, and their Tongue 
2 — the Lord will bear them, Tis the 


will not forſake them. 

1550 Ver. 7. Ls it na to deal thy Bread ts 
hungry, and that thou bring the Poor that are caſt 
be 2 i bon thau feeſtthe Naked that tba 
cover-him, and that thou hid wot. e, from thing 


own Fleh ? 

Jeremiah xx. 13. Sing unte the Lord, prai 227 
the Lord : For be hath delivered the Soul of the ] 
— 13 et. 16. E. judged the cauſe of the 
Poor and Needy," then it was well with him, &C. 

Den iv. 2. - Whargfore, O' King, la my Con 
fil be acceptable acceptable unte thee, qud break off thy Sins by 
ee, and thine Intquities by ſhewing merey 10 


ee Twill a e have in the mid 
hl ; ; ad ballin 


WT 
S \ Prom the New Teſtament. 
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* doing Good to the Por. 
a Water only, in the name of a Diſciple, verily I 
Judge unto you, he ſhall in 05 his — 91/0 


p Chap. xix. Ver. 21. Teſus ſaid unto bim, if thou 
or tilt be perfect, go and ſell that thou haſt, and give 
afety, -4 4 Poor, and thou ſbalt have Treaſure in Heaven, 


oy fo ax PR vi. 38. Give, and it ſhall be given unto jou; 
gend meaſure, preſſed down, and ſhaken together, and 

Teedy running over. 
Chap. xiv. Ver. 1 3; Ble whin thou makeſt « Raſt, 
T the | call the Poor, the Viaimed, the Lame, the Bind: 
| Ver. 14. And thou ſbult be bleſſed, for they cannot 
ad to recompenſe thee : For that ſhalt Cas 6 287-1 ed at the 


caſt Rafe recti of th 
' that | Chap. Le Ven be neee nua 
thin ane the Lord, bebald, Lird, the b. Y gd 


give to the Poor, &c. 
43% I Romans xv. 26. Þ hath pleaſed hen of Mate- 


or donia and Achaia, to make a certain Contribution 
a for the poor Saints which are at Jeruſalem. 


ſcrbeth ſparingly, ſhall-reap 15 4% _ And he 
—Þ which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo ng 
Ver. 7. Gad lweth a cheerful Giver: Ver. 9. He 
hath diſperſed abroad, he hath given to the Poor, &c. 
Read all that Chapter over. | 

Galatians ii. 10, Only they would that we ſhould 
remember the Poor, the ow which J alſo was fur- 


ward to do. | 
James ii. 5. Hearken, my beloved Brethren, hath 


not God choſen the Poor of this Warld, rich in Faith, 
Heirs of the Kingdom, &c. 


an 
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2 Corinthians ix. 6. But this I ſay, be which 
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UTHOR * with confiderable Abebotloky 
and Additions) a very Neat and Correct 
Edition of DIRECTIONS, ſhewing 
how to walk with Go all the Day 
long. With ſeveral PRA YERS to be 
| uſed i in Families, an d 
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